
DECEMBER 9, 2018 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

                
FROM THE PASTOR  

 

THE MINISTRY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST 

The two main Gospel figures who represent the season 

of Advent are John the Baptist and the Blessed Virgin 

Mary. This Sunday, our Gospel tells of the beginnings of 

the ministry of John the Baptist.  Everything about 

John's life is ultimately about Jesus.  The annunciation of 

his birth prepares for the Annunciation of Jesus to Mary. 

His birth is preparation for the birth of Jesus. John's 

ministry is preparation for the ministry of Jesus. And 

John's martyrdom is preparation for the Crucifixion of 

Jesus.   

      Advent is a time of waiting and preparing.  

Throughout the Old Testament, prophecies were made 

about a Messiah who would be a son of King David, 

who would come to redeem Israel.  John, although in the 

New Testament, is known as the last of the Old 

Testament prophets because he came before Christ, 

being the one prophet who would actually see all of 

those prophecies fulfilled.   

      The Gospel of Luke (which we read from this 

Sunday) situates John's ministry in a very specific time 

and place. We are told that it was during the 15th year of 

the reign of Tiberias Caesar (29 AD) when Pontius 

Pilate was governor and King Herod was tetrarch of 

Galilee, during the priesthood of Annas and Caiphas.  

Luke is going out of his way to be specific so that we 

know exactly when this took place. We are also told that 

the Word of God came to John in the wilderness and that 

he spent his time wandering in the territory of the Jordan 

River.   

     Here he begins his proclamation, "Prepare the way of 

the Lord!" This message is held up for us during this 

Advent season. We must use this time, not only to 

prepare our homes, to buy and wrap our gifts, to send 

out our Christmas cards and to organize our parties. We 

are to prepare the way of the Lord, first of all in our own 

hearts, and into the world. 

     If you are having guests for Christmas, then you will 

work hard to make your home ready to receive them and 

to make their visit with you a time of joy and blessing. 

How hard will you work during this Advent season to 

prepare to welcome Jesus as your guest in your heart? 

Will you take the time to make sure that it is washed 

clean of all sin, to be a worthy place for him to come? 

Will you decorate it with acts of kindness and piety so 

that it will be a place of beauty and joy?  Perhaps we can 

spend some extra time in prayer, praying the rosary, or 

reading the Infancy Narratives in chapters 1 and 2 of the 

Gospels of Saint Matthew and Saint Luke. 

     How can we prepare the way of the Lord into our 

world? We can be aware of those who are needy and less 

fortunate than ourselves and look for opportunities to 

demonstrate for them the love that Christ has for them. 

We can do this within our own families, reaching out to 

any family members who are alienated, or who are 

confined to hospitals or nursing facilities.   

     Make sure to use this time for your own spiritual 

growth. 

 

PARISH RECONCILIATION SERVICE 

We will have a Parish Advent Penance Service on 

Thursday, December 20, at 6:30 pm. This sacrament of 

healing is one of the most important ways in which we 

"prepare the way of the Lord." I hope to see you there. 

 

PARISH CHRISTMAS PARTY 

This afternoon, immediately after the 11:30 am Mass, 

we will celebrate our annual Mother of God Parish 

Christmas Party. We hope that all of you will come to 

the parish hall and join with us in great food, great 

fellowship, great music, and great fun. There will be a 

visit from Santa so please bring the kids. 

 

OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE 

On Wednesday, December 12, the Church celebrates the 

Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe. Mary's appearances to 

Saint Juan Diego in 1531 changed the history of the 

Church in Mexico and South America with an explosion 

of conversions beyond anything that the Church has ever 

seen in its history. 

     At the same time that Columbus began his visitations 

to the New Land in 1492, the Church began sending 

missionaries to the Americas to bring the message of 

Christ to the native Indians. Their missionary efforts 

were largely unsuccessful. One man, Juan Diego, had 

been converted to Catholicism and was very devout.  On 

December 9, 1531, Juan Diego was walking by the Hill 

of Tepeyak, just outside of Mexico City. On the hillside 

he saw a young woman. Speaking in his own dialect, the 

woman told Juan that she was the Blessed Virgin Mary, 

the Mother of the true God, and that she wanted a church 

dedicated to her patronage built on that hill. She 

instructed him to go to the local bishop and convey her 

request. 

     Juan went to the bishop, who was, understandably 

skeptical. He asked that Juan Diego go back to the 

woman and ask for some sign that she really was the 

Mother of the Lord. Juan did so and she pointed to a rose 

bush blooming in December which is not normal even 

for the warmer climate of Mexico. He was wearing a 

cactus fiber cloak (like a poncho), known as a tilma, and 

he gathered the roses into the garment to carry to the 

bishop. When he arrived at the bishop's house, he went 

in and met with the bishop and some of his assistants. He 

dropped the tilma, allowing the roses to fall to the floor, 

and the bishop and the other priests were stunned to see 

a dramatic image on the cloak.   

  



     This tilma and this image is still in existence almost 

600 years later. The cactus fibers should not have lasted 

more than 30 years, but they are still in good shape. The 

image is of a woman dressed in the style of a Mexican 

woman, pregnant with child. The tilma is on display at 

the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico City. 

  

      The true miracle of Our Lady of Guadalupe is not the 

apparitions themselves but what took place afterward. In 

the next nine years after the appearance of the Blessed 

Mother at Guadalupe, over nine million Mexicans were 

converted to the Catholic faith. That is roughly 3,000 

converts per day for nine years. There were 3,000 

converts on the day of Pentecost as told to us in the Acts 

of the Apostles. This was Pentecost every day for nine 

years. The Church has never seen anything else like this 

in its entire history. And this was accomplished with just 

a few Franciscan missionaries who barely spoke the 

languages of the natives. 

  

     Our Lady of Guadalupe is the patron saint of 

Mexicans, of all of South and Central America, and of 

the American continents. She is also the patron saint of 

the Pro-Life Movement.   

  

     On the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, let us pray 

for our Mexican brothers and sisters and especially for 

all within the Americas who are refugees and exiles, 

seeking shelter, protection, and welcome. 

  

SAINT JOHN OF THE CROSS 

There are three Carmelite saints, who are standouts as 

mystics and as Doctors of the Church. These are Saint 

Theresa of Avila, Saint Therese the Little Flower, and 

Saint John of the Cross.  We celebrate John on Friday, 

December 14. Saint John and Saint Theresa of Avila, 

were friends and were companions in leading a major 

reform of the Carmelite Order. Each was a spiritual giant 

and each wrote some of the most important works on the 

spiritual life in the history of the Church. 

     Saint John is known for such works as The Dark 

Night of the Soul, The Ascent of Mount Carmel, The 

Spiritual Canticle, and The Living Flame of Love. He is 

known as one of the greatest poets to write in the 

Spanish language. 

 

PARISH NEWS 
 

Congratulations to Audry Wilson (catechumen) and 

Benjamin Smith (candidate) who celebrated the Rite of 

Acceptance last Sunday in our RCIA program. We are 

praying for you! 

 

 

      

 

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR’S MASS 

SCHEDULE 
December 24 – Christmas Eve – 5 pm 

December 25 – Christmas – 9:30 & 11:30 am 

December 31 – New Year’s Eve – 6 pm 

January 1 – New Year’s Day – 10 am 

 

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS: Envelopes will be in the 

pews the next few Sundays for donations to the 

Christmas Flower Fund. Please write the name of the 

person you wish to honor or remember on the envelope 

so we can acknowledge. The envelope can be place in 

the collection basket.   

 

GIVING TREE:  Please stop by the Giving Tree in the 

back of church and select a tag to purchase a gift to be 

distributed to Be Concerned. Place the UNWRAPPED 

gift with tag under the tree. Be Concerned will distribute 

the gifts and need them by December 14. Thank you for 

making someone’s Christmas happy.  

 

2019 CALENDARS: The Catholic Extension 2019 

calendars are in the back of church for you to pick up.  

These calendars are provided by a generous donation 

from the James and David Middendorf funeral home.   
 

Baby Bottle Campaign: We had a number of people 

taking the baby bottles, and close to 80 have returned 

them with money or a check. We sincerely thank those 

who have returned their bottles. Naturally, Care Net will 

take the bottles whenever, but we remind you to please 

bring them back as soon as possible so we can return 

them to Care Net and the money can be used to help in 

their work.  Carole Lonneman. 

 

We offer our sincere sympathy to the family and friends 

of Mary Catherine Rice who passed away recently. You 

are in our prayers. May she rest in peace. 

 

SUNDAY COLLECTION 11-26-18 

Envelopes $5,661.00 

Loose  $669.00 

Online Giving               $522.43 

TOTAL COLLECTION            $6,852.43 

 

 

MOTHER OF GOD MEMORIAL TRUST FUND:  

In your kindness please consider making any bequests or 

financial donations to the Mother of God Memorial 

Trust Fund. These funds are used only for the 

preservation of the church.  

 

 

 



HOMEBOUND?  Do you have someone who needs to 

see a priest or needs Communion brought to them at 

home or in a nursing home? If so, please call the office 

at 291-2288 so Father can arrange a visit to them. 

 

THE MESSENGER: If you are a registered parishioner 

at Mother of God Church and are NOT receiving the free 

Catholic newspaper, The Messenger, please call the 

office at 859-291-2288. 

 

ARE YOU A PARISHIONER? Interested in becoming 

a parishioner of Mother of God? We’re interested in 

you! We will have registration available after all Masses 

in the back of church. Please stop by our table to fill out 

a registration form and have any questions answered. 

We’re glad you’re here!  

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION is available at Mother 

of God Church every Thursday after the 12:05 pm Mass 

and concludes at 5 pm. Would you be willing to spend 

time in prayer with Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament? 

Please call our parish office at 859-291-2288 if we can 

count on you for a regular time each Thursday afternoon.  

Or just come in to spend time with our Lord in the 

Blessed Sacrament. 

 
NOTICE:  Hearing-impaired devices available. Please 

see an usher if you need one. 
 

DIOCESAN NEWS 
 

RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS: Support 

elderly religious.  A donor writes, “Your flyer touched 

my heart—seeing the retired religious, such memories 

surfaced.” Do you remember the sisters, brothers, or 

religious order priests who made a positive difference in 

your life? Today many are elderly and need assistance.  

Their religious communities struggle to meet retirement 

needs while continuing to serve the People of God.  

Please give generously to next week’s collection for the 

Retirement Fund for Religious.  

 
NATIVITY SCENE 2018: 24th Annual Diocese of 

Covington Nativity Scene 2018 at St. Timothy Parish. 

Sponsored by The Knights of St. John, Commandary #94, 

Northern KY. Hosted by Boy Scout Troop 702, St. Timothy’s 

Parish. Live Manger: December 15-23, from 6:30-8:30 pm. 

For scheduling a group or for more information, contact Doug 

Eifert 859-384-3689 or dkeifert@twc.com.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK 

Sunday, December 9 

Religious speaker at Masses 

Parish Christmas Party after 11:30 Mass in Hall  

Monday, December 10 

  7:30 pm Knights of St. John Mtg. (Hall) 

Tuesday, December 11  

 6:30 pm RCIA Mtg. (SAC) 

Thursday, December 13 

12:30 pm Eucharistic Adoration 

Sunday, December 16 

Retirement Fund for Religious Collection 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

December 9                    9:30 am   Thelma Foltz  

                                     11:30 am    Charles & Margaret 

                                                   Dery 

December 10            12:05 pm   Theresa Hicks 

December 11            12:05 pm   Donald Glockner 

December12            12:05 pm   No Mass      

December 13            12:05 p.m    Mr. & Mrs, Melvin 

                                                     Lee Yelton 

December 14                12:05 pm   John Beck 

December 15                12:05 pm   Charles Droege 

December 16                  9:30 am   William Lonneman 

                                      11:30 am   Bryce Matthew  

                      Ruprecht 
 

SCRIPTURE FOR DECEMBER 9, 2018: Baruch 5: 

1-9; Psalm 126; Philippians 1: 4-6, 8-11; Luke 3: 1-6. 

        

HYMNS FOR 9:30 A.M. MASS 
 61  On Jordan's Bank 

Response The Lord has done great things for us;  

              we are filled with joy. 

435  You Are Near 

356  Seed, Scattered and Sown 

 48  Let the Valleys Be Raised 

 

LET US PRAY FOR OUR SICK 
 

Les Miley   Hannah Donoghue  

Tom Heidrich   Dan Lewin  

Ralph Kunkemoeller  Margie Huesman 

Shirley Hensley   Tom Donoghue  

Fr. Ray Hartman   Jill Felix 

Fr. Ralph Hartman  Greg Scanlon 

Kelly Bowman   Nancy Salzer 

Robert Shircliff      Connie Gillum 

Ed Salzer          Christy Egan           

Rachel Hub   Jack Kearns 

Pat Wiedemann   Richard Kearns 

Marie Braun   Mary Lou Wilson 

Al Haven   Jim White 

Sheryl Hodge   William Fredie 

Bill Rice    Special Intention  

Sr. Kathleen Ryan  Zada Edmond 

Joy Rolfsen   Herman Kamlage 

Trudy Koehling  

mailto:dkeifert@twc.com

