
    MARCH 31, 2019 

4th SUNDAY OF LENT 

 

FROM THE PASTOR 

 

THE PRODIGAL SON 

This Sunday's Gospel is the story of the Prodigal Son. 

This is the most well known of Jesus' parables and tells 

us much about who our God is, who we are, and about 

how we are to relate to him.   

     There are three primary characters in the parable—

the father, the prodigal son, and the elder son. Each is a 

somewhat complicated character for such a short story.  

If this story is a description of God's family, we must 

conclude that his is a very dysfunctional family. As we 

look around the world that we live in, and as we look 

deeply within ourselves, the idea that God's family is 

pretty dysfunctional is hardly a stretch. 

     It is hard to understand the complete and absolute 

selfishness and narcissism of the younger son, the 

Prodigal. How could a boy who has been raised by a 

father who is so loving, so generous, so forgiving, and so 

compassionate have so little regard for his father and for 

his feelings? Could none of his father's goodness have 

rubbed off on him? He is so harsh and selfish, treating 

his father as if he is dead, and asking for his inheritance.   

     Even after he has fallen upon hard times and is 

starving to death, he is still thinking only of himself. 

There seems to have not been a thought about how he 

has wounded his father and that he must let him know he 

is sorry. His "repentance" is completely selfish. Maybe 

Dad will take me in, and I will not starve.   

     The elder son is also selfish and self-centered, 

although in a different way. He is very conscious of all 

that he has done for his father and feels his father has not 

been generous enough in rewarding him for being such a 

wonderful son. He keeps close tabs on what he has done 

and on what his father has done. This boy has no 

appreciation for how broken his father's heart is over his 

prodigal son or how filled with joy he is when that boy 

returns. He does not understand a father's heart and sees 

this situation only through his own eyes. He has no love 

for his brother and would have been absolutely okay if 

his brother had died of starvation. He deserved it, after 

all. He refuses to enter the father's house because his 

brother is there. 

     The father represents God and his incredibly strange 

way of loving. His love makes no sense to us. He pours 

out his blessings on his prodigal son, even knowing how 

completely irresponsible and selfish he is. This son 

insults him and treats him with absolute contempt, and 

yet he withholds nothing from him. He accepts this 

mistreatment with the hope and desire that there is 

goodness in the boy and that goodness will finally win 

out. 

     When the prodigal returns, with his radically 

imperfect act of contrition, he rejoices to have his son 

back even if he is back for all the wrong reasons. What 

does he care about right or wrong motivations? His son 

is home. He continues to bless this ridiculously horrible 

child, putting a ring on his finger, shoes on his feet, and 

killing the fatted calf to celebrate his return.   

     The father also loves the elder son. "You are with me 

always, and everything I have is yours." He leaves his 

house to reach out to this boy and beg him to come in 

and rejoice with him over the return of his brother. He 

wants this elder son to know the joy of love and 

forgiveness. 

     There is a fourth character in this story, and it is the 

father's house. The house represents the father's heart 

and ultimately, Heaven. The prodigal leaves the father's 

house, the father's heart—he rejects Heaven—to live his 

life of profligacy. He returns to the father's house, the 

father's heart—he opens himself to Heaven. The elder 

son refuses to enter the father's house. He rejects the 

father's absurd and reckless love, his heart, and he 

refuses to live in the community of love which is 

Heaven. We know that the prodigal came home, but we 

have no idea about what happened to the elder son. Did 

he see the error of his ways? Did he re-enter his father's 

house? 

     Who are you in this story? With whom do you most 

identify? With the prodigal who squandered his life, but 

who came to his senses? Or with the elder son, who has 

tried to do the right things and feels cheated because 

those who have been lazy and selfish and sinful seem to 

be more blessed than you? Or perhaps with the father?  

Do you have one you love who has broken your heart, 

taken advantage of your goodness and love, betrayed 

your trust, and whose return you anxiously await? 

     This great parable is about us. It is about you and me. 

 

DIOCESAN PARISH ANNUAL APPEAL 

Thank you to all who have already pledged and/or 

contributed to the Diocesan Parish Annual Appeal. It is 

too early in the process for us to have numbers, so I 

cannot really report to you how we are doing. Hopefully 

by next week, we will have those numbers for you. 

     Our parish goal for the DPAA this year is $45,900.  

Please remember that anything that comes in over that 

number comes back to the parish for our own use. 

     Please be generous in supporting the DPAA. It helps 

to fund many important ministries throughout the 

diocese, including those that serve the neediest of our 

brothers and sisters. 

 

INVITE A FRIEND TO EASTER MASS 

Easter is just a few weeks away. As always, we 

remember that Easter is a time of the year when many 

people who do not regularly attend religious services are 

open to do so. This may include people who have fallen 

away from the practice of the faith, as well as people 

who have never been part of a faith community. You and 

I are surrounded by these people. Some of them are 



members of our families, our social groups, neighbors 

and co-workers.   

     Please take some time to pray and to reflect on these 

people in your own life. Ask God to show you if there is 

someone who he would like for you to reach out to, in a 

loving and welcoming way, to invite to attend Easter 

Mass with you. In Cursillo, with which I am very 

involved, we have a saying: "Make a friend. Be a friend.  

Bring your friend to Christ." Each of us is called to be an 

"ambassador for Christ," to allow Christ to use us to 

reach out to his children with his love and kindness. 

     For many of us Catholics, expressing a personal 

invitation to someone who is not attending church is 

very intimidating. We were not taught to do this, and we 

are not necessarily sure how to do it effectively.  

Another saying in Cursillo, along these lines, goes: "Talk 

to God about your friend, before you talk to your friend 

about God." If you have someone who you would like to 

invite to Easter Mass, pray for that person, and pray 

about them. Ask God to show you how to approach him 

or her. Ask him to create an opening in which the 

invitation will be most likely to be well received.   

     Do not lecture or guilt them. Do not tell them why 

they ought to be going to Mass (moms and dads, I am 

talking to you.) Simply ask if they would like to join you 

for Easter Mass this year. If they say that they would, let 

them know that you are very happy that they will be 

doing so. If they say that they do not want to go, do not 

act disappointed or upset. Be gracious and wait for 

another opportunity to offer a simple and loving 

invitation. 

     Who will you invite to come with you? Sit in prayer 

and see if God shows you someone he wants to use you 

to invite. 

 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 

Holy Week begins in two weeks. I want to make sure 

that you are aware of everything that will be going on 

that week, here at Mother of God, and at the Cathedral 

for diocesan events. 

 

Sunday, April 14 Palm Sunday 

  9:30 am and 11:30 am Mass 

Tuesday, April 16  

  7 pm   Chrism Mass at the Cathedral 

Thursday, April 18  Holy Thursday 

  5 pm Holy Thursday Dinner 

  7 pm Mass of the Lord's Supper                         

Friday, April 19  Good Friday 

 12:05 pm The Passion of the Lord 

               Stations of the Cross 

Saturday, April 20  Holy Saturday 

 11 am              Confessions 

 12:05 pm NO 12:05 Mass 

   8:30 pm Easter Vigil 

Sunday, April 21 Easter Sunday 

       9:30 am and 11:30 am Mass 

PARISH NEWS 
 

WANTED: SINGERS FOR THE CHOIR FOR 

EASTER: We are looking for men and women to sing 

at the 9:30 Mass on Easter. We will have three or four 

rehearsals on Thursday nights in preparation for this. 

Rehearsals will be from 7:30 pm until 9 pm. If you are 

interested, please contact Andrea or Carole Lonneman at 

291-8935 for more information. We would love for you 

to join us. 

 

FURNITURE DONATION: A new parishioner, living 

in Panorama, is without furniture. A bed has been 

ordered, but she could use a sofa and dresser. If anyone 

has these items they would be willing to donate, please 

call the parish office, 859 291-2288, and a member of 

the parish SVDP will get back with you. Also we are 

looking for a volunteer with a vehicle that could pick up 

and deliver these items.  

 

HOLY THURSDAY DINNER AND LITURGY:  

Please join us on Holy Thursday for our annual dinner 

and Mass of the Lord’s Supper. The hall will open at 5 

pm, a pasta dinner will be served at 5:30, and Mass will 

begin at 7 pm. Cost is $5 per person, $10 per family. 

Donations of wine and soft drinks for the evening are 

gladly accepted and can be dropped off to the kitchen in 

the parish hall. Desserts to share are always welcomed as 

well. Hope to see you there!  

 

NOTICE: Save the date: The annual Mother of God 

Spring Wildflower Hike at Highland Cemetery will be 

on Palm Sunday, April 14. More information later. 

 

TICKETS FOR THE EMMET CAHILL CONCERT 

are on sale after both Sunday Masses in the back of 

church. The concert is slated for Wednesday, April 24, 

here at Mother of God. Tickets for the meet-and-greet 

(starting at 6 pm), plus the concert (7:30 pm), are $45. 

Tickets for the concert only are $30. You can also 

purchase them online at www.emmetcahill.com. The 

Contemporary Ensemble will be performing before the 

concert, starting at 7:10 pm.  

 

 

 

SUNDAY COLLECTION 3-24-19 

Envelopes $5,854.50 

Loose  $563.00 

Online Giving                $699.13 

TOTAL COLLECTION              $7,116.63 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.emmetcahill.com/


DIOCESAN NEWS 
 

INTERNATIONAL MISSIONS NEEDS 

COLLECTION: The International Mission Needs 

Collection will help our suffering brothers and sisters 

through the world. Five Catholic agencies are helped 

through this collection. The agencies provide food to the 

hungry, support to displaced refugees and Christ’s love 

and respect to all people. Your donation helps to train 

catechists in parishes, provide access to bible study 

groups, and funds workshops and seminars made 

available to parishioners so they can live their faith amid 

challenging circumstances. The donations help with 

pastoral care, help build places where the faithful can 

worship and also help to preserve holy places where 

Jesus walked and taught many thousands of people. 

Your support helps missions throughout the world and 

gives hope to Jesus in Disguise.  

 

NORTHERN KENTON COUNTY DEANERY 

PENANCE SERVICE Thursday, April 11, at 7 pm, at 

St. Pius X Church in Edgewood, KY.   

 

LENTEN HEALING HARP CONCERT Saturday, 

April 13, from 3-4 pm, at Immaculate Heart of Mary 

Church, 5876 Veterans Way, Burlington, KY.  

Performed by Dr. Diane Schneider, Catholic therapist 

and theologian. Visit www.harpofhope.com for more 

information.  

 

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK 

Sunday, March 31  

International Needs Collection  

Confession after both Masses 

Monday, April 1 

 6 pm Hospitality Potluck Dinner (Hall) 

Tuesday, April 2 

 6:30 pm RCIA (SAC) 

 7 pm Education Meeting (Hall) 

Thursday, April 4 

11 am and 6:30 pm  Bible Study (Church) 

 1 pm  Parish on the Same Page (Hall) 

Sunday, April 7 

Fair Trade Coffee Sale between the Masses 10:30 to 

11:30 am (Hall) 

 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

March 31                        9:30 am     Marge Maschmeyer     

                                      11:30 am     Rev. William      

                                                            Neuroth 

April 1                          12:05 pm     Nelson Loftis 

April 2                          12:05 pm      Robert Stone 

April 3                           No Mass 

April 4                          12:05 pm     Jeff Bowling 

April 5                          12:05 pm     Ruth Miner 

April 6                          12:05 pm     Pete Laber 

April 7                            9:30 am     Tom Heidrich 

                                      11:30 am     Chuck Legner   

                                                

HYMNS FOR 9:30 AM MASS 

137  Lord, Who Throughout These  

                      Forty Days 

Response Taste and see the goodness of  

the Lord 

432  Amazing Grace 

207  Holy, Holy, Holy 

199  Immaculate Mary 

 

SCRIPTURE FOR MARCH 31, 2019: Joshua 5:9a, 

10-12; Psalm 34; 2 Corinthians 5:17-21; Luke 15:1-3, 

11-32. 

 

LET US PRAY FOR OUR SICK 

Les Miley   Hannah Donoghue  

Ralph Kunkemoeller  Margie Huesman  

Shirley Hensley   Tom Donoghue 

Fr. Ray Hartman  Jill Felix 

Fr. Ralph Hartman  Greg Scanlon 

Kelly Bowman   Nancy Salzer 

Robert Shircliff   Connie Gillum 

Ed Salzer      Christy Egan 

Rachel Hub          Jack Kearns           

Pat Wiedemann   Richard Kearns 

Marie Braun   Mary Lou Wilson 

Joy Rolfsen   Jim White 

Trudy Koehling   William Fredie 

Carolyn James   Special Intention 

Paula Schwarte   Bessie Plymesser  

Baby Gunther   Vicki Brunner  

Rita & Ron Hopper  Louise Dickman 

Rose Manning   Debbie Bartlett 

Joyce Mesler   Marcie Arnett  

Special Intention (2)  Jerry Gibson 

Michael Carter   Archie Williams 

    

 

http://www.harpofhope.com/

