
    MAY 26, 2019 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

FROM THE PASTOR 

THANK YOU 

I want to express my gratitude to Ben Smith and Audrey 

Wilson who spoke at the Masses last weekend about the 

RCIA classes. They both did an outstanding job and I 

am very proud of them. Brand new Catholics, they were 

able to talk about one of the most intimate and personal 

realities of their lives—their faith in God and in his 

Church. Audrey is a junior in high school, and I cannot 

imagine having the courage and presence to be able to 

stand in front of a group of adults, and speak in that way. 

  

MEMORIAL DAY 

Monday of this week is Memorial Day. It is a time to 

remember all of the men and women who have died 

defending our nation in its various wars and conflicts.  

Jesus taught that, "No one has greater love than this, to 

lay down one's life for one's friends." These men and 

women have lived out that teaching in a remarkable way.   

     In addition to remembering the sacrifices that they 

made, we must pledge ourselves to make sure that we as 

a nation and as a people are worthy of the sacrifices that 

they have made. We can do this by remembering that 

they died for freedom, and they died for justice. We 

must work to guarantee that the freedom and the rights 

of every human being in our country is protected and 

respected. The highest ideals of America must be upheld 

and promoted. They died for these. We must live for 

them. 

     As heroic as the deaths of these brave men and 

women are, each and every one of them is also a terrible 

tragedy.  Each of them had loved ones—parents, 

spouses, children, friends—whose hearts and lives were 

deeply wounded by their loss. Each of them had hopes 

and dreams for their own lives that would never be 

fulfilled. In remembering them, in honoring them, and in 

celebrating them, we also grieve them. 

     The week after Easter I went to Gettysburg, 

Pennsylvania. It was a bit of a homecoming for me as I 

attended Mount Saint Mary's Seminary in Emmitsburg, 

Maryland, which is just 10 miles from Gettysburg. But 

while there, I visited the many sites where the Battle of 

Gettysburg was fought and the acres and acres of 

cemeteries where soldiers from both the Union and the 

Confederate side were buried. There are also large 

monuments honoring those from various states who 

fought and those who died there. 

     I have visited the battlegrounds a number of times. 

This time was a bit different. A friend of mine did a 

family tree for me a few years ago, and I learned a 

number of things about my family that I had not known 

before. One of the more striking pieces of my family 

story is that my great, great grandfather had fought in the 

Civil War as part of the Army of Northern Virginia. That 

was the army of Robert E. Lee. We had no idea that he 

had fought at Gettysburg. He survived and eventually 

made his way back home to Mason County, Kentucky, 

but so many of his compatriots and friends did not.   

     As I toured the battle fields, I wondered on which of 

them he had fought. Which battles was he part of? I 

wondered about his own sense of horror at what he saw 

and his terrible grief at the loss of his friends. How did 

he carry the spiritual and emotional wounds, and perhaps 

physical wounds, from those terrible three days? I never 

knew him. But now, in a special way, I remember him. 

     Each of those men and women who died in our 

nation's wars were living a story—a story that was cut 

short by the violence of war. We must remember them, 

and if possible, remember their stories.   

     And remembering, we must pray and work to make 

sure that men and women in our own time and in the 

future do not have to make the same supreme sacrifices 

as did those we celebrate on Memorial Day. In 1965 

Pope Paul VI came to New York City and spoke to the 

United Nations. Famously, he said, "No more war. War 

never again." Amen. 

 
THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD 

Traditionally, the Ascension of the Lord is celebrated on 

the 40th day after Easter. It was also celebrated in the 

United States, but not in all parts of the world, as a Holy 

Day of Obligation. A number of years ago, the bishops 

of the United States decided to move the celebration of 

the Ascension to the following Sunday. This Thursday, 

then, which is the 40h day after Easter, will be 

celebrated as the Sixth Thursday of Easter. 

     I will write more about the Ascension of the Lord in 

next week's bulletin. 

 

THE VISITATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN 

MARY 

When the angel Gabriel appeared to the Blessed Virgin 

Mary, he told her that her cousin Elizabeth had also 

conceived a child in her old age. Mary set out to the 

town where Elizabeth and her husband Zechariah lived. 

When Mary and Elizabeth greeted one another, 

Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, and the child 

in her womb leapt for joy. In these two women, and in 

the children in their wombs, the story of our salvation 

begins to take shape. These two boys will be reunited 

some 30 years or so later when Jesus comes to John to 

be baptized. 

     Elizabeth greets Mary, "Blessed are you among 

women and blessed is the fruit of your womb." This, of 

course, is the second part of the Hail Mary. She goes on 

to say, "Blessed is she who trusted that the words of the 

Lord would be fulfilled." Here we see the real source of 

Mary's holiness—her complete and absolute faith in God 

and her surrender to his will.   

     Mary then breaks into song, in what is traditionally 

known as Mary's Magnificat (Magnificat anima mea 

Dominum) (My soul doth magnify the Lord), or the 



Song or Canticle of Mary. In this song she glorifies God 

for all that he has done throughout history to bring 

salvation to Israel and to the entire human race. She is 

celebrating the work that her unborn son will accomplish 

for all time. 

     May our lives glorify the Lord, as did Mary's and 

may we rejoice in God our Savior. 

     The Feast of the Visitation of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary is this Friday, May 31. 

 

SAINT JUSTIN, MARTYR 

Saint Justin was a second century apologist. That does 

not mean he went around saying, "I am sorry" all the 

time. The word “apologist” describes someone who 

explains and defends the Christian faith. He wrote 

extensively, but most of his writings have been lost. One 

that remains tells of the baptism of a convert at Easter 

and describes the early Mass which is remarkably the 

same as what we celebrate today. 

     Justin writes: "No one may share the Eucharist with 

us unless he believes that what we teach is true, unless 

he is washed in the regenerating waters of baptism for 

the remission of his sins, and unless he lives according 

to the principles given us by Christ. 

     "We do not consume the bread and wine as if it was 

ordinary food and drink, for we have been taught that as 

Jesus Christ our Savior became a man of flesh and blood 

by the power of the Word of God, so also the food our 

flesh and blood assimilates for its nourishment becomes 

the flesh and blood of the incarnate Jesus by his own 

words contained in the thanksgiving (Eucharist). 

     "The apostles, in their recollections, which are called 

Gospels, handed down to us what Jesus commanded 

them to do. They tell us that he took bread, gave thanks 

and said: Do this in memory of me. This is my body. In 

the same way, he took the cup, gave thanks, and said: 

This is my blood. 

     "On Sunday we have a common assembly of our 

members, whether they live in the city or in the 

surrounding districts. The recollections of the apostles or 

the writings of the prophets are read, as long as there is 

time. When the reader has finished, the president of the 

assembly speaks to us. He urges everyone to imitate the 

examples of virtue we have heard in the readings. Then 

we all stand together and pray. 

     "On the conclusion of our prayer, bread and wine and 

water are brought forward. The president offers prayers 

and gives thanks to the best of his ability, and the people 

assent by saying, “Amen." The Eucharist is distributed.  

Everyone who is present communicates, and the deacons 

take it to those who are absent. 

     "We hold our common assembly on Sunday, because 

it is the first day of the week, the day on which God put 

darkness and chaos to flight and created the world, and 

because on that same day our Savior Jesus Christ rose 

from the dead. For he was crucified on Friday and on 

Sunday he appeared to his apostles and disciples and 

taught them the things we have passed on for your 

consideration." 

     This was written about 155 AD, while the Church 

was still in hiding and operating in people's homes.  

Although there were no churches, the Mass looked 

remarkably the same as we have today. It was Saint 

Justin, Martyr, who preserved this picture of the worship 

of the early Church for us. 

     Saturday, June 1, is the Feast of Saint Justin, Martyr. 

 

PARISH NEWS 

 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED ON MONDAY, MAY 

27, FOR MEMORIAL DAY 

 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL meeting minutes are 

now posted on the parish website (http://www.mother-

of-god.org). On the home page, click on “Parish Life” 

and then go down the menu to “Parish Pastoral Council 

News.” Find out what’s happening in your parish and 

how you can get involved. If you have questions, 

concerns or ideas, contact the council members listed on 

the page. We are here to listen and to serve. 

 

THE FOXFIRE FOUNDATION is located at 3414 

Decoursey Avenue, Latonia, Kentucky, second floor, 

and will be holding fifth Friday presentations, at their 

office. These presentations are meant to give information 

and support to families and loved ones of struggling 

addicts.  Friday, May 31, from 7 to 8:30 pm, is the next 

presentation. For further information, email Carol 

Wagner at contact@foxfirefoundation.org or call 859-

638-2827.                   

 

ESPERANZA LATINO CENTER OF NORTHERN 

KENTUCKY is the premier center in the area created to 

advocate and provide services to the Hispanic/Latino and 

multicultural community in Northern Kentucky and 

Greater Cincinnati. We are a welcoming place for the 

community to gather and seek assistance. The center is 

located at 234 West Pike Street, Covington, KY 41011.  

Phone 859-261-0862 

 

We extend our sincere sympathy to the family and 

friends of Robert Eviston on his recent passing. 

May he rest in peace.  

 

FAIR TRADE COFFEE, TEA AND COCOA on 

sale next Sunday between the Masses 

 

SUNDAY COLLECTION 5-19-19 

Envelopes $6,887.50 

Loose $   718.00 

Online Giving $   443.68 

TOTAL COLLECTION            $8,049.18 

http://www.mother-of-god.org/
http://www.mother-of-god.org/
mailto:contact@foxfirefoundation.org


 

DIOCESAN NEWS 

 

14
th

 ANNUAL CROSS THE BRIDGE FOR LIFE: 

Join us on Sunday, June 2, for a family-friendly, 

peaceful walk across the Purple People Bridge!  

Festivities begin at 1 pm, program begins at 2 pm.  

There will be music by Easter Rising, FREE face 

painting, FREE T-shirts, food for purchase and displays 

from life-affirming agencies from Northern Kentucky 

and Cincinnati area. The event is located in Newport, 

behind Newport on the Levee along the beautiful Ohio 

River. We hope to see you on June 2! 

 

CINCINNATI CATHOLIC MEN’S 

CONFERENCE: ATTENTION men, fathers and sons!  

The Cincinnati Catholic Men’s Conference is Saturday, 

June 15, at St. Maximillian Kolbe Parish. Get your ticket 

today for a faith-filled half-day where men from all over 

the Tri-state will enjoy Catholic inspiration and spiritual 

growth. Speakers include Super Bowl champ Matt Birk, 

Cooking Priest, Fr. Leo Patalinghug and New York Mets 

coach, Rich Donnelly. Get information and purchase 

tickets at www.CincinnatiMensConference.com.  

 

PROJECT RACHEL: Come back to God, who is 

LOVE and MERCY: Life is a gift from God, and so is 

His mercy. Tens of millions of Americans have been 

directly touched by abortion and have feelings of regret, 

guilt and grief. God’s healing love and mercy are always 

possible. Many Catholics want to help women and men 

who have experienced abortion, but some don’t know 

how to begin. The Diocese of Covington, in accordance 

with the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 

offers the Project Rachel Ministry, a confidential, 

compassionate journey to healing. Project Rachel help 

line (859) 392-1547 or www.covdio.org/projectrachel/ 

 

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK 

Sunday, May 26 

  9:30 am  Mass Ladies Altar Society 

Blood pressures taken in the Hall   

Monday, May 27 – Memorial Day (Office Closed) 

 10 am Mass 

Tuesday, May 28 – Priests Study Day  

 12:05 Communion Service 

  7 pm St. Vincent de Paul Mtg. (Hall) 

Sunday, June 2 – Feast of the Ascension of Our Lord 

Fair Trade Coffee, Tea and Cocoa Sale in Hall between 

the Masses 

 

HYMNS FOR 9:30 A.M. MASS 

415  Church of God, Elect and Glorious 

Response O God, let all the nations praise you. 

587  For the Beauty of the Earth  

693  Mary's Song 

577  Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory 

 

SCRIPTURE FOR MAY 26, 2019: Acts 15:1-2, 22-

29; Psalm 67; Revelation 21: 10-14, 22-23; John 14:23-

29. 

MASS INTENTIONS 

May 26                         9:30 am    Anthony & 

                                                        Philomena Lonneman 

                                   11:30 am    Chuck Legner    

May 27                       10 am         Mary Lida Comer 

May 28                       12:05 pm    Communion Service 

May 29                         No Mass 

May 30                        12:05 pm    Ed Rolfes 

May 31                        12:05 pm    Parishioners &  

                                                         Memorials             

June 1                         12:05 pm    Connie Marie  

                                                         Rowland 

June 2                           9:30 am    Louise Dickman 

                                   11:30 am    Bobby & Karen 

                                                        LaVelle 

                                                      35
th
 Wedding Anniv.  

 

LET US PRAY FOR OUR SICK 

Les Miley   Hannah Donoghue  

Ralph Kunkemoeller  Margie Huesman  

Shirley Hensley   Tom Donoghue 

Fr. Ray Hartman  Jill Felix 

Fr. Ralph Hartman  Greg Scanlon 

Kelly Bowman   Nancy Salzer 

Robert Shircliff   Connie Gillum 

Ed Salzer      Christy Egan 

Rachel Hub          Jack Kearns           

Pat Wiedemann   Richard Kearns 

Marie Braun   Mary Lou Wilson 

Trudy Koehling   Jim White 

Carolyn  James   William Fredie 

Paula Schwarte   Special Intention 

Baby Gunther   Bessie Plymesser  

Rita & Ron Hopper  Vicki Brunner  

Rose Manning   Marcie Arnett 

Michael Carter   Jerry Gibson 

Rusty Erpenbeck  Archie Williams  

Rita Stapleton   Jim Timon 

Wilma Brown   Hattie Grace Sutter 

Erby Erdman   Terry   

Abby, Nick & Baby Arlo 

https://catholicspeakers.com/cincinnati-mens-conference
http://www.covdio.org/projectrachel/

