
    JUNE 16, 2019 

HOLY TRINITY SUNDAY 
 

FROM THE PASTOR 

 
HAPPY FATHER'S DAY 

We all want to offer a very Happy Father's Day to all of 

our dads, living and deceased. You are all in our prayers 

and our thoughts today. We are very grateful to you for 

all that you have done for us, your children, and we pray 

that you will know every possible joy and blessing this 

day. 

     In the Gospels, Jesus teaches us the new name for 

God. The former name was Yahweh, the great and 

sacred name that was never to be spoken, which means I 

Am Who Am. The new name that Jesus taught us to use 

to speak to God was "Abba," "Father." As such, every 

father becomes an icon of God the Father revealing to 

us, ideally, the twofold nature of God who is both 

transcendent and imminent. 

     The transcendence of God speaks of his great majesty 

and glory. God is the creator of the universe, and as 

such, is greater than the universe he has created. He is 

the God of power and might. For a child, this is 

symbolized by the strength and power of his or her 

father. Dad is the mighty and powerful one ("my dad can 

beat up your dad"). Dad is the greatest and most 

powerful person that the child knows.   

     The imminence of God speaks of God's closeness, his 

nearness to us. God has entered into our world and into 

our realm. God cares about our little problems and 

concerns. He knows us, loves us, protects us, and 

provides for us. This is symbolized by the child's 

relationship to Father as well. (I am not denying Mom's 

role in all of this, but you had your day a few weeks ago. 

Let the old man have his day in the sun.) 

     The image of Father, of Abba, is capable of holding 

these two great realities together at one time—God is 

awesome and powerful, and God is near and tender.   

     Our culture all too often disparages or diminishes the 

role of fathers, and we are reaping the whirlwind 

because of that. Every child needs to have a loving, 

active and present father in his or her life, and the 

absence of such a father leaves what is often referred to 

as a "Father Wound." As such, we must regain an 

appreciation for fathers and encourage young men to be 

the best fathers that they can be. 

     Thank you, all of you fathers, for your hard work, 

your faithfulness and commitment, and for your love.   

 

THE MOST HOLY TRINITY 

The two Sundays after Pentecost focus on two of the 

most important doctrines of the Church—the doctrine of 

the Most Holy Trinity and the Doctrine of the Body and 

Blood of the Lord. This week we reflect together on the 

Most Holy Trinity. Next Sunday, June 23, will be the 

Feast of the Body and Blood of the Lord. 

     The most important tenet of the Jewish faith was the 

oneness of God. Surrounded by pagans and polytheists, 

God insisted that they were to understand that He alone 

is God and that there is no other. This belief marked 

them out from all around them. The greatest sin in the 

Old Testament was idolatry, the worship of false gods.  

And Israel fell into that sin over and over. 

     Three times each day, the Hebrew people were to 

proclaim what is known as the Shema Yisrael, "Hear O 

Israel, the Lord your God is God alone. Therefore you 

shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all 

your soul and with all your mind." Jesus inherited this 

Jewish belief, even teaching that the Shema is the first 

and greatest of all of the Commandments. He in no way 

ever challenged or contradicted this traditional teaching.   

     But Jesus, who is God who has become human, did 

speak to and of his "Abba Father." If Jesus is God, who 

is this Father he is speaking to and about? We also hear 

the voice from heaven at Jesus' baptism and at the 

Transfiguration, saying, "This is my beloved Son."  

Later, as we have seen in the past three weeks, Jesus 

began to speak of the Holy Spirit. Who is this Holy 

Spirit? Is he an angel, or is he God? Jesus is not entirely 

clear on that. 

     In the Great Commission, Jesus tells the Church, "Go, 

make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit."  

What is the relationship between the Father and the Son 

and the Spirit? Are we now dealing with three Gods? 

What is happening here? 

     Jesus never sat down with the Twelve and said, "Now 

listen up guys. There is one God, but there are three 

persons in God—the Father, the Son and the Holy 

Spirit.” The word Trinity is never used in the Bible to 

refer to God. The early Church wrestled with this 

apparent contradiction—one God and three Persons, 

trying to understand what this meant. 

     It was not until the Council of Nicea in 325 AD that 

the Church resolved this issue with finality, declaring 

that there are three co-equal persons in One God—

Father, Son and Holy Spirit.   

 

ADMINISTRATOR OF OUR SAVIOR PARISH 

Bishop Foys has asked me to become the Administrator 

of Our Savior Parish in Covington. It is my hope that 

this will not impact anything here at Mother of God. My 

primary responsibility will be to do two 8 am Sunday 

Masses each month. The other Masses will be at 9:30 am 

and are covered by two other priests. This will begin in 

July. 

     Sister Janet Bucher, CDP, has been the parish life 

coordinator at Our Savior for many years and has done a 

remarkable job. She will continue in that position. She 

will be responsible for the day-to-day care of the parish 

and the people of the parish. I will try to be as supportive 

and helpful to her in that regard as I can. 

 



RETURN TO ORDINARY TIME 

After three months of the Lenten and Easter Seasons, we 

have returned to Ordinary Time. As I have noted before, 

Ordinary Time is an unfortunate designation for the 

majority (about 36 weeks) of the Church year. Ordinary 

Time actually means Ordinal Time. There are both 

cardinal and ordinal numbers. Cardinal numbers are: 1, 

2, 3, etc. Ordinal numbers are: first, second, third, etc. 

They designate what order something is in. For the 

Church calendar, we refer to the First or Second Sunday 

in Ordinary Time.  

This week we are in the Eleventh Week of Ordinary 

Time. 

     My objection to the use of the term Ordinary Time is 

that we tend to think of it as signifying that this time is 

"ordinary," in the sense that it is not special or 

extraordinary. That is not the meaning at all. In the 

Incarnation, God, who dwells in eternity, entered into 

time, making all time sacred and holy. I wish we would 

go back to the traditional calendar in which what we 

now call Ordinary Time was referred to as the Sundays 

after Epiphany and the Sundays after Pentecost.  

Unfortunately for all, no one asked me. 

     As we are in Year C of the three-year cycle of 

readings, we are reading from the Gospel of Luke, 

although we will not hear from it until June 30, due to 

the Feasts of the Holy Trinity and the Body and Blood of 

the Lord (Corpus Christi).   

     The Church year is a meditation on the mystery of 

Christ. Whereas the regular calendar can be drawn as a 

straight line with the dates going from the past through 

the present to the future, the Church calendar is usually 

portrayed as a circle, beginning with the Season of 

Advent and ending on the Feast of Christ the King, and 

then beginning again. This can also be seen as a series of 

concentric circles in which our annual reflection on 

Christ takes us deeper and deeper into the mystery. 

  

SAINT ALOYSIUS GONZAGA 

This Friday, June 21, is the Feast of Saint Aloysius 

Gonzaga. As most of you are aware, Saint Aloysius 

Church was our neighbor here in Covington for many 

years, but  on May 16, 1985 the church was struck by 

lightning and was destroyed. The parish was then 

merged into Mother of God Church. We have a statue of 

Saint Aloysius in the church on the far right in the 

sanctuary and a stained glass window from Saint 

Aloysius Church was saved and is in the Saint Aloysius 

Center as you come in the main entrance. 

     Saint Aloysius lived at the end of the 16th century.  

He was from Northern Italy and was of an aristocratic 

family. As a young man, Aloysius gave up all rights of 

inheritance to his family's wealth and entered the Society 

of Jesus—the Jesuits. While still in training in Rome, a 

plague assaulted the city, especially the poor. He began 

working among the plague victims and eventually 

caught the disease himself. He died at the age of 24. 

     Very quickly, the piety and devotion to the poor and 

sick of Aloysius became known, and soon the Church 

agreed, and he was canonized. He was designated the 

patron saint of young students, and later the patron of all 

Christian youth. Because of the manner of his death, he 

has been declared to be the patron of all plague victims, 

and in our own time, the patron of those with AIDS and 

those who care for them. 

  

PARISH NEWS 

 

SPECIAL NOTICE: Father Comer has been our 

pastor now for two years, and we are grateful to 

God and ask God to bless him.   

 

NOTICE:  If you have a child of the age (7 +) to 

receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation and First 

Eucharist, please call the office at 291-2288. Plans 

will be made for instruction and reception of these 

sacraments.  

 

RCIA AND YOU! In just a few months, we will begin 

formal sessions of our RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation 

of Adults). Perhaps this is the year you will want to join 

us to become Catholic. We welcome all inquiries at any 

time and welcome all questions. If you are interested, 

please call Deacon Tom at 291-2288. 

 

THE HOSPITALITY COMMITTEE is seeking a 

chair person for this year’s parish picnic, scheduled for 

August 18,
 
from 4 to 7 pm, at Villa Madonna Picnic 

Shelter (same location as in the past) in Villa Hills. The 

committee will give plenty of guidance along the way, 

and there are many volunteers already signed up to 

support, but a chair person(s) to coordinate is still 

needed. Anyone interested, or to inquire more about 

what is involved, can contact Carole Johnston at 1-253-

736-5112 or johnsmanor@comcast.net. 

 
PARISH YARD CLEANUP WORK DAY: Calling all 

volunteers to help on Saturday, June 29, at 9 am. Please 

bring rake, shovel, clippers, etc. to tackle the job. Just 

show up! Rain date will be Saturday, July 6.   

 

SUNDAY COLLECTION 6-9-19 

Envelopes $5,559.00 

Loose $   551.00 

Online Giving $   257.48 

TOTAL COLLECTION $6,367.48 

One Time Gifts             $3,000 
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DIOCESAN NEWS 

 
FEAST OF CORPUS CHRISTI PROCESSION:  

There will be a Eucharistic procession around the 

grounds of the Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption at 2 

pm on Sunday, June 23, on the Feast of Corpus Christi. 

All priests, deacons, religious and lay faithful of the 

diocese are invited to participate in the celebration. 

In the Eucharist, the Lord Jesus is with us always. 

Through participation in this Eucharistic procession, we 

have the opportunity to give witness to belief in the Real 

Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist. Please consider 

participating in this celebration.  

 

THE MARRIAGE JOURNEY The Diocese of 

Covington invites all couples to attend a marriage 

enrichment experience on Saturday, September 21, at St. 

Barbara Church, Erlanger, 8 am-3 pm. The cost, $25 per 

couple, includes a light breakfast, lunch and 

refreshments. For more information email:  

TheMarriageJourney2019@gmail.com 

 

CALLLING ALL BAKERS: The Sisters of Notre 

Dame are in need of bakery items for the cake booth and 

the Sisters’ Market for the 87th Annual 4
th
 of July 

Festival.  If you would like to bake a cake, brownies, 

cookies, or any other delicious item, you may drop them 

off at any time between Tuesday, July 2, and 

Thursday, July 4. Any questions, please call Margie 

Schnelle at 859-392-8229. Please visit us at 

www.sndky.org. 

 

CINCINNATI CATHOLIC ALUMNI CLUB: Invites 

single Catholic men and women to join them for dinner, 

Sunday, June 23, 5:30 pm, at the Greyhound Tavern, 

2500 Dixie Highway, Ft. Mitchell. Call Emil at 301-367-

5650 

 

MARY, QUEEN OF HEAVEN PARISH at 1150 

Donaldson Hwy, Erlanger, will have their annual 

FunFest on Friday, June 21, from 6-11 pm, 

Entertainment – Doghouse; Saturday, June 22, from 5-

11 pm. Entertainment – Wayward Son; and Sunday, 

June 23, 3-8 pm, Entertainment – Terry Hoppenjans.  

Please join us for an evening of great family fun and 

enjoy wonderful food, games, rides, drinks and 

entertainment. 

 

RETROUVAILLE PROGRAM helps couples restore 

and rebuild a loving relationship. It is for couples with 

marriages that are struggling, not communicating well, 

and those who are considering marriage separation or 

divorce. Retrouvaille of Cincinnati/Tri-State 2019 

Weekend: September  6-8. For more information, 

contact: www.cincyretrouvaille.org; 

helpourmarriage.com or call 1-513-456-5413.  

 

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK 

Sunday, June 16 – Holy Trinity Sunday 

Happy Father’s Day 

Monday, June 17 

  6:30 pm Parish Pastoral Council Mtg. (SAC) 

Sunday, June 23 – Corpus Christi Sunday 

  2 pm Eucharistic Procession at Cathedral  

 

HYMNS FOR 9:30 AM MASS 

709  O God, Almighty Father 

Response O Lord, our God, how 

              wonderful your name in all the earth. 

480  What Wondrous Love is This 

339  One Bread, One Body 

193  Holy God, We Praise Thy Name 

  
SCRIPTURE FOR JUNE 16, 2019: Proverbs 8:22-31; 

Psalm 8; Romans 5:1-5; John 16:12-15 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

 June 16                        9:30 am     Bill Jantzen 

                                   11:30 am     Cindy Kelly 

June 17                       12:05 pm    Mary Margaret 

                                                         Tenkotte 

June 18                       12:05 pm     Daniel Schambach 

June 19                        No Mass 

June 20                       12:05 pm     Schneider Family 

June 21                       12:05 pm     Bettie, Don &  

                                                          Peggy Kohorst 

June 22                       12:05 pm     Louise Dickman 

June 23                         9:30 am     Ron Mielech 

                                   11:30 am     Fred & Harriet 

                                                         Clayton 

 

LET US PRAY FOR OUR SICK 

Les Miley   Hannah Donoghue  

Ralph Kunkemoeller  Margie Huesman  

Shirley Hensley   Tom Donoghue 

Fr. Ray Hartman  Jill Felix 

Fr. Ralph Hartman  Greg Scanlon 

Kelly Bowman   Nancy Salzer 

Robert Shircliff   Connie Gillum 

Ed Salzer      Christy Egan 

Rachel Hub          Jack & Rilla Kerns           

Pat Wiedemann   Mary Lou Wilson 

Trudy Koehling   Jim White 

Carolyn  James   William Fredie 

Paula Schwarte   Bessie Plymesser 

Marcie Arnett   Michael Carter  

Rusty Erpernbeck  Archie Williams  

Rita Stapelton   Hattie Grace Sutter 

Wilma Brown   Ebry Erdman  

Terry    Jamie Igo 

Abby, Nick & Baby Arlo Uriah Searp  

Lois Knochelmann  Angela Casanova 

Mary Estelle Roesel  Joe Legner  
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