
    JUNE 2, 2019 

FEAST OF THE ASCENSION 

 

FROM THE PASTOR 

THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD 

Jesus spent 40 days appearing to his disciples after his 

Resurrection from the dead. He did not live with them as 

he had before. At various times, he would appear to 

them with some kind of instruction. Saint Paul tells us 

that he appeared to over 500 disciples at one time.   

     At the end of those 40 days, Jesus led the apostles to 

Bethany, and there, on a mountain, he spoke to them for 

the last time. In Matthew's Gospel we are told that he 

gave them what has come to be known as the Great 

Commission. "Go, therefore, and make disciples of all 

nations. Baptize them in the name of the Father, and of 

the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Teach them to obey all 

that I have commanded you. And know that I am with 

you always, until the end of the age." 

     In the Acts of the Apostles, which is read this 

weekend, Jesus gives them final instructions and 

promises that they will receive power from on high (the 

Holy Spirit) and that they were to be his witnesses "in 

Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria, and to the 

ends of the earth."   

     Then Jesus is taken away from them, ascending back 

to Heaven to sit at the right hand of the Father.  

Throughout Scripture, God's presence is represented by a 

cloud. It is a pillar of cloud that leads the Hebrews 

through the desert. The cloud, representing God's 

presence and glory, fills the Temple. At the 

Transfiguration, God comes cloaked in the cloud and 

announces, "This is my Beloved Son. Listen to Him." In 

the Ascension, Jesus is lifted up and enters into the cloud 

returning to the Father's glory. 

     The Ascension of Jesus completes his earthly 

journey. He descends from heaven, in the Incarnation, 

and ascends back to heaven at his Ascension. Saint Paul 

teaches us that we are the Body of Christ here on earth, 

and that we who are members of his Body will ascend 

with him when our time comes to leave this world. So 

his Ascension is Good News, for he takes us with him to 

the Father. 

     Although the 40th day after Easter was this past 

Thursday, the celebration of the Ascension is celebrated 

this Sunday. 

 

PENTECOST SUNDAY 

Next Sunday, June 9, is Pentecost Sunday. It tells the 

story of the fulfillment of Jesus' promises about the 

coming of the Holy Spirit and officially closes out the 

Easter Season. 

 

 

 

 

 

AN RCIA FOR CATHOLICS 

For some time I have been pondering what to do for the 

next installment of my Thursday talks. A number of 

people have asked that I do a summary of the Catholic 

faith, which is what I will be doing. It will be an RCIA 

for Catholics, so to speak. I believe that this will take 

two years to complete.   

     The Catechism of the Catholic Church breaks down 

the Catholic faith into four major sections. The first is 

the Creed (What do Catholics Believe?). Secondly is the 

Sacraments (How do Catholics Worship?). Next is the 

10 Commandments (How do Catholics Behave?). And 

finally, the Lord's Prayer (How do Catholics pray?). 

     We will begin with the first section, on the Creed, 

which will take us up to just before the beginning of 

Lent. During Lent and for a few weeks afterward, we 

will discuss the Sacraments. The sections on the 10 

Commandments and the Our Father will take place in 

the second year. 

     More information about the series will follow. 

 

FAKE EMAIL MESSAGES 

For the past year or so, some of you have been receiving 

email messages, purportedly from me, requesting that 

you buy gift cards and download them, or just that you 

return the message. These are not from me. Other 

parishes throughout the Diocese of Covington are 

dealing with the same problem. I do not know how to 

stop these scams.   

     All I can do is to ask you to be very careful. Jesus 

once taught that his disciples must be "crafty as serpents 

and innocent of doves." This seems to be one of those 

situations. 

     Before you ever send money, or anything else that is 

requested, call the rectory to confirm that the email is 

actually from me. 

  

SAINT CHARLES LWANGA 

Charles Lwanga was born in Uganda and became a 

convert to the Catholic faith. He and several companions 

were martyred by the king. Charles was not a priest but a 

catechist who was working with the catechumens in his 

diocese. When the king ordered Charles and his 

companions (the catechumens) to be executed, Charles 

baptized the catechumens. They were beheaded. 

     The Feast of Saint Charles Lwanga and his 

companions is a major celebration of faith in Uganda.  

The feast is this Monday, June 3. 

 

FEAST OF SAINT BONIFACE 

When Saint Patrick Church in Maysville was founded, it 

was primarily an Irish parish. There was a sizable 

German Catholic population as well. They wanted to 

have their own parish, with German priests and nuns, but 

the bishop at the time felt that they were too small a 

group to support their own parish. They remained part of 

Saint Patrick Church, but were not happy about it at all. 



     In the early days of the 20th Century, the decision 

was made to build the new magnificent church that 

stands in Maysville today. It contains two great windows 

that are among the largest in the Diocese of Covington. 

The west window portrays Saint Patrick preaching to the 

king, holding the shamrock in his hand as he illustrates 

the doctrine of the Trinity. 

     The eastern window shows Saint Boniface, preaching 

to the people of Germany. Boniface is often called the 

Apostle to the Germans. Born in England, he made his 

way to Italy where he was ordained a priest, and later a 

bishop. Boniface requested to go to Germany, which was 

still a pagan nation made up of the various barbarian 

hoards. The worship of trees was a common practice in 

the pagan worship. 

     There was one tree in particular that was considered 

sacred to Thor (some versions claim it was Odin or 

Jove). Boniface stood by the tree, preaching that Thor 

does not exist and that the God and Father of Jesus 

Christ is the One, True God. We now have two versions 

of the rest of the tale. One version (portrayed in the 

window at Saint Patrick Church), tells us that Boniface 

cut down the tree and dared Thor to do anything about it, 

if he was real. Another version says that, as he preached, 

a strong wind blew the tree down. In either case, this 

became an object lesson to refute paganism. 

     The Feast of Saint Boniface is this Wednesday, June 

5. 

 

PARISH NEWS 

 

INTERNET SCAM 

A few people have received an email from someone 

claiming to be me, asking them for eBay gift cards for 

some women going through cancer at the hospital.    

That request is not coming from me. I would never ask 

anyone for money by email or Facebook or any other 

social media. Another message is:  I need a favor from 

you. Text me back as soon as possible. 

This scam uses a made up email-

fathermichaelcomer.pastor@gmail.com. My real email is 

mcomer@mother-of-god.org. Anything coming from 

any other email claiming to be me is fake. 

     I hate that we live in a world where we have to be so 

suspicious and so cautious, but unfortunately, that is the 

way it is.   

     I hope that none of you have been scammed by this. 

 

 

NOTICE: Hearing-impaired devices available. Please 

see an usher if you need one. 

 

 

HOMEBOUND?  Do you have someone who needs to 

see a priest or needs Communion brought to them at 

home or in a nursing home?  If so, please call the office 

at 291-2288 so Father can arrange a visit to them. 

 
THE MESSENGER: If you are a registered parishioner 

at Mother of God Church and are NOT receiving the free 

Catholic newspaper, The Messenger, please call the 

office at 859-291-2288. 

 

ARE YOU A PARISHIONER? Interested in becoming 

a parishioner of Mother of God? We’re interested in 

you! We will have registration available after all Masses 

in the back of church. Please stop by our table to fill out 

a registration form and have any questions answered. 

We’re glad you’re here!  

 

MOTHER OF GOD MEMORIAL TRUST FUND:  

In your kindness, please consider making any bequests 

or financial donations to the Mother of God Memorial 

Trust Fund. These funds are used only for the 

preservation of the church.  

 

VIRTUS: All volunteers, it's time to check your 

monthly Virtus bulletin. You will receive a new one 

each month, usually in the first week. Thanks for taking 

care of this each month. 

 

FAIR TRADE COFFEE, TEA AND COCOA on  

sale today between the Masses 

 

SUNDAY COLLECTION FIGURES NOT 

AVAILABLE AT TIME OF BULLETIN PRINTING 

 

DIOCESAN NEWS 

 

CASA FOR KIDS: Seeking committed volunteers as 

court-appointed special advocates for children. CASA 

volunteers provide advocacy for abused and neglected 

children who are under the jurisdiction of the Kenton, 

Campbell and Pendleton County Family Court System. 

There is an informational meeting on Tuesday, June 18, 

at 5:30 pm, at 1650 Russell Street, Covington, KY. For 

more information or to sign up, please contact Jennifer 

Houser at Jennifer@casaforkidsnky.org. or 859-392-

1792. 

 

NDA 4
TH

 OF JULY FESTIVAL: Fun for the whole 

family. Do you want to be part of 97 years of festival 

fun? Want to earn service hours? Want to help in support 

of local and global ministries?  Become a volunteer with 

the Sisters of Norte Dame 4
th
 of July Festival!  Thursday, 

July 4. Call Amy at 859-291-2040 or 

amcelheney@sndky.org. 
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BLESSED SACRAMENT'S 100th ANNIVERSARY 
 

Blessed Sacrament Church and School are celebrating 

their 100th anniversary with monthly events beginning 

June, 2019 - June, 2020. Our opening celebration will be 

June 22, 2019, beginning with a Mass at 4 pm, followed 

by an adult cocktail/dinner reception. Cost is $60 per 

person. If you have any connection to Blessed 

Sacrament Church or School over the last 100 years, we 

would love for you to come celebrate with us!  

Reservations can be made by going to the 

website www.bscky.org or calling the office at 859-331-

4302. 

 

SAVE THE DATE - “THE MARRIAGE 

JOURNEY” The Diocese of Covington invites all 

couples to attend a Marriage Enrichment experience on 

Sat., Sept 21, at St. Barbara Church in Erlanger from 8 

am.to 3 pm. Cost is $25 per couple, light breakfast, 

lunch and refreshments included—additional details to 

follow soon. 

 

CINCINNATI CATHOLIC MEN’S 

CONFERENCE: ATTENTION men, fathers and sons!  

The Cincinnati Catholic Men’s Conference is Saturday, 

June 15,  at St. Maximillian Kolbe Parish. Get your 

ticket today for a faith-filled half-day where men from 

all over the Tri-state will enjoy Catholic inspiration and 

spiritual growth. Speakers include Super Bowl champ 

Matt Birk, Cooking Priest, Fr. Leo Patalinghug and New 

York Mets coach, Rich Donnelly. Get information and 

purchase tickets at 

www.CincinnatiMensConference.com.  

 

NEVER LOSE HOPE: Do you have family or a friend 

in jail or prison? Are you looking for a safe, welcoming 

community where you will be accepted without 

judgment? Join us the 3
rd

 Tuesday of every month, from 

6:30 to 8 pm, for a free support group. All are welcome! 

Come to Catholic Charities, 3629 Church Street, 

Covington, KY 41015. Any questions, contact Dave 

Capella at dcapella@covingtoncharities.org. or 581-

8974 ext. 117.   

 

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK 

Sunday, June 2 –Feast of the Ascension of Our Lord 

Fair Trade Coffee, Tea and Cocoa Sale in Hall between 

the Masses 

Tuesday, June 4 

7 pm Education Meeting (Hall) 

Sunday, June 9 – Pentecost Sunday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HYMNS FOR 9:30 AM MASS 

 

158  Christ, Be Our Light 

Response God mounts his throne to shouts of joy. 

  a blare of trumpets for the Lord. 

603  I Have Loved You 

339  One Bread, One Body 

444  Come, Holy Ghost 

 

SCRIPTURE FOR JUNE 2, 2019: Acts 1:1-11; Psalm 

47; Ephesians 1:17-23; Luke 24:46-53 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

 

June 2                           9:30 am    Louise Dickman 

                                   11:30 am    Bobby & Karen 

                                                        LaVelle - 35
th

 

                                                        Wedding Anniv.    

June 3                         12:05 pm    Brennan Scanlon 

June 4                         12:05 pm    John Ziegler 

June 5                         No Mass 

June 6                       12:05 pm     Paul Mospens 

June 7                         12:05 pm     Edward & Noreen 

                                                         Comer 

June 8                         12:05 pm     Paula Goetz 

June 9                           9:30 am     Judy Stahl 

                                   11:30 am     Rev. William   

                                                         Neuroth 

 

LET US PRAY FOR OUR SICK 

 

Les Miley   Hannah Donoghue  

Ralph Kunkemoeller  Margie Huesman  

Shirley Hensley   Tom Donoghue 

Fr. Ray Hartman  Jill Felix 

Fr. Ralph Hartman  Greg Scanlon 

Kelly Bowman   Nancy Salzer 

Robert Shircliff   Connie Gillum 

Ed Salzer      Christy Egan 

Rachel Hub          Jack Kearns           

Pat Wiedemann   Richard Kearns 

Marie Braun   Mary Lou Wilson 

Trudy Koehling   Jim White 

Carolyn  James   William Fredie 

Paula Schwarte   Bessie Plymesser  

Marcie Arnett   Michael Carter  

Rusty Erpenbeck  Archie Williams 

Rita Stapelton   Hattie Grace Sutter  

Wilma Brown   Ebry Erdman 

Terry    

Abby, Nick & Baby Arlo 
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