
    JUNE 23, 2019 

CORPUS CHRISTI SUNDAY 
 

FROM THE PASTOR 

 

THE MOST HOLY BODY AND BLOOD OF 

CHRIST (CORPUS CHRISTI) 

Today the Church celebrates the doctrine that, 

perhaps more than any other, defines us as 

Catholics within the Christian community. It is the 

faith of the Church that in the Mass, at the 

Consecration, there is a real and substantial change 

in the bread and wine in which they become really 

and truly the Body and the Blood of Christ. 

     The traditional theological term (from Saint 

Thomas Aquinas, using the philosophical language 

of Aristotle, for this change is Transubstantiation.  

The Latin word “trans” means to cross over, to go 

beyond. There is a real crossing over from the 

substance of bread and wine to something 

different—the substance of the Body and Blood of 

Christ. This is not just a symbolic change but a real 

change.   

     When we receive Communion, it is Jesus Christ 

himself that we receive. We are not receiving a 

piece of Jesus, but the whole and entire Jesus Christ 

himself. This is true if we receive a tiny piece of the 

host or a tiny sip from the cup. We do not receive 

more Jesus if we receive from both the cup and the 

host. Each is the fullness of Jesus—Body, Blood, 

Soul and Divinity.   

 

WELCOME REBECCA SCHAFFER WELLS 

I want to express a warm welcome to Rebecca 

Schaffer Wells who will be our new organist at the 

9:30 am Mass. Rebecca has had a great deal of 

experience as a church organist, teacher of music at 

Thomas More College, and is a member of perhaps 

the most notable organist family in our area. Robert 

Schaffer, Rebecca's father, was the organist and 

choir director at the Cathedral for many years. Her 

brother Mark also held that position until his 

untimely death, and her other brother Greg now is 

the organist and choir director at the Cathedral.   

 

OUR SAVIOR CHURCH 

As I mentioned last week, Bishop Foys has asked 

me to become the administrator at Our Savior 

Church here in Covington. I will be doing Mass 

there on the first and third Sundays at 8 am. This 

will begin in July. My hope and plan is that this will 

not have any impact here at Mother of God.   

     Please pray for me and for the people of Our 

Savior Church as we begin this new moment in 

their history. 

 

KNOW YOUR FAITH--AN RCIA FOR 

CATHOLICS 

The best kept secret from the Catholic people is the 

Catholic faith. Sadly, most Catholics are woefully 

uninformed about the Church's teaching, which 

makes them sitting targets for those who wish to 

lead them away from the faith.   

     Bishop Robert Barron, who is probably the most 

effective Catholic teacher and evangelizer in the 

United States today, spoke to the US Bishops’ 

Conference last week and gave some frightening 

and heart-breaking information. Fifty percent of 

young people who grow up Catholic leave the 

Catholic faith by their 20s. This does not include 

those who still consider themselves Catholic but are 

not actively practicing their faith. For every one 

person who enters the Church through the RCIA, 

there are six people who leave the Church. 

     There are many reasons for this tragic situation, 

not least of which is the sexual abuse crisis. But 

Bishop Barron is convinced that the major reason is 

what he calls the "dumbing down" of the Catholic 

faith in our catechesis. Most Catholics have barely 

more than a third-grade understanding of the faith. 

Barron says that at the same time that young people 

are studying physics, calculus and other very 

difficult subjects, and who are learning and even 

mastering these, we are giving them religious 

understanding that is essentially comic-book level.   

     This is why I am offering, beginning at the end 

of August, a series of talks that I am entitling:  

“Know Your Faith—An RCIA for Catholics.” Over 

the next two years, we will be looking at the four 

major aspects of the Catholic faith: Doctrine (the 

Creed); Worship (the Sacraments); Morality (the 

Ten Commandments), and Prayer (the Our Father).   

     These sessions will be on Thursday at 11 am and 

will be repeated at 6:30 pm.   

     Please plan to attend as many of the sessions as 

you can. 

 

THE NATIVITY OF SAINT JOHN THE 

BAPTIST 

The Church celebrates both the birth and the death 

of Saint John the Baptist. This is because his birth 

foreshadows and prepares for the birth of Christ and 

his death foreshadows and prepares for the death of 

Christ. John is the last of the Old Testament 

prophets and the one who will baptize Jesus, 



inaugurating Jesus' ministry. The Feast of the 

Nativity of Saint John the Baptist is this Monday, 

June 24. 

 

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP 

This Thursday, June 27, is the Feast of Our Lady of 

Perpetual Help. It is an icon from the 14th century, 

which is in a church in Rome. Here at Mother of 

God Church we have a copy of the icon, which has 

been touched to the original, making it a relic. It 

shows the Blessed Mother, holding the Christ Child, 

who is frightened as he sees the instruments of his 

crucifixion.   

     The image shows the maternal care of Mary for 

her son and shows us that she has the same care for 

us, her other children. 

     After the Mass on Thursday, we will go to the 

shrine of Our Lady of Perpetual Help (on the right 

as you come in the front doors of church) and will 

pray devotions to her. 

 

THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS 

The Friday after the Feast of the Body and Blood of 

the Lord is always celebrated by the Church as the 

Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. In the image of 

the Sacred Heart, we see Jesus with his right hand 

raised in blessing and with his left hand pointing to 

his heart, which is visible. His heart is surrounded 

by the crown of thorns and is pierced with the lance 

and surmounted by the cross. The heart is aflame. 

This shows the suffering and passionate love that 

Jesus has for us. Devotions to the Sacred Heart are 

intended to lead us into a deeper personal awareness 

of the love that Jesus has for each of us. 

     The Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus will be 

this Friday, June 28.  

 

THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY 

Usually, the Saturday after the Feast of the Sacred 

Heart of Jesus is celebrated as the Feast of the 

Immaculate Heart of Mary, but this year that day is 

the Feast of the Saints Peter and Paul, Apostles (see 

below). So we will not have a liturgical celebration 

of the Immaculate Heart of Mary this year. 

     The Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate 

Heart of Mary are obviously related to one another.  

As the devotion to the Sacred Heart helps us grow 

in our understanding of the enormity of the love that 

Jesus has for us, the devotion to the Immaculate 

Heart of Mary focuses on her love for Jesus and 

how we can dedicate our own hearts and lives to 

Jesus as she has. 

 

SAINTS PETER AND PAUL, APOSTLES 

Peter and Paul are the two great pillars of the 

Church that Jesus founded. He established Peter as 

the first pope ("You are rock, and on this rock I will 

build my Church") and the Apostle to the Jewish 

Christians, and Saint Paul as his great missionary 

and the Apostle to the Gentiles. They stand head 

and shoulders above any of the other Apostles and 

other New Testament figures, with the exception of 

the Blessed Mother.   

     The Feast of Saint Peter and Paul, Apostles is 

this Saturday, June 29. 
 

PARISH NEWS 

 

NOTICE:  If you have a child of the age (7 +) to 

receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation and First 

Eucharist, please call the office at 291-2288. Plans 

will be made for instruction and reception of these 

sacraments.  

 

RCIA AND YOU! In just a few months, we will begin 

formal sessions of our RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation 

of Adults). Perhaps this is the year you will want to join 

us to become Catholic. We welcome all inquiries at any 

time and welcome all questions. If you are interested, 

please call Deacon Tom at 291-2288. 

 

THE HOSPITALITY COMMITTEE is seeking a 

chair person for this year’s parish picnic, scheduled for 

August 18,
 
from 4 pm to 7 pm, at Villa Madonna picnic 

shelter (same location as in the past) in Villa Hills. The 

committee will give plenty of guidance along the way, 

and there are many volunteers already signed up to 

support, but a chair person(s) to coordinate is still 

needed. Anyone interested, or to inquire more about 

what is involved, can contact Carole Johnston at 1-253-

736-5112 or johnsmanor@comcast.net. 

 
PARISH YARD CLEANUP WORK DAY:  Calling 

all volunteers to help on Saturday, June 29, at 9 am. 

Please bring rake, shovel, clippers, etc., to tackle the job.  

Just show up! Rain date will be Saturday, July 6.   

 

SUNDAY COLLECTION 6-16-19 

Envelopes $6,165.00 

Loose $    688.00 

Online Giving $    613.30 

TOTAL COLLECTION $7,466.30 
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DIOCESAN NEWS 

 
BE A WITNESS OF CHARITY 

Next week our diocese will take up the Peter’s 

Pence Collection, which provides the Holy 

Father with the funds he needs to carry out his 

most important charitable works around the 

world. The proceeds benefit the most 

disadvantaged: victims of war and violence, 

oppression, and natural disasters. Join our 

Holy Father as a witness of CHARITY to 

those who are suffering. Please visit 

www.usccb.org/peters-pence for more 

information. 

 

THE MARRIAGE JOURNEY The Diocese of 

Covington invites all couples to attend a marriage 

enrichment experience on Saturday, September 21, at St. 

Barbara Church, Erlanger, 8 am-3 pm. The cost is $25 

per couple and includes a light breakfast, lunch and 

refreshments. For more information, email:  

TheMarriageJourney2019@gmail.com  

 

ST. ANN’S NOVENA: Join for the 132
nd

 annual St. 

Ann’s Novena on July 18-26 at St. Ann’s Church, 1274 

Parkway Avenue, Covington, KY. St. Ann is the 

patroness of Christian families, mothers, grandmothers, 

housewives, pregnancy, pregnant women, women in 

labor, and sterility, among others. Novena prayers begin 

at 7 pm, with novena Mass at 7:15 pm. The feast of 

Saints Joachim and Ann will be celebrated the final 

evening, July 26. All are welcome to stay for a reception 

after Mass. For more information, call 859-261-9548 or 

lrats@aol.com. 

 

PARENTS OF ADDICTED LOVED ONES (PAL): 

PAL meets every Wednesday, from 6:30 to 8 pm, at 

Catholic Charities. It provides continuing education and 

support at no charge for parents with a son, daughter or 

spouse suffering from addiction to alcohol or drugs. No 

cost. Just come. Catholic Charities, 3629 Church Street, 

Latonia, KY. Contact Paula Weber at 859-581-8974 or 
www.covingtoncharities.org for more information.  

 
CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK 

Sunday, June 23 – Corpus Christi Sunday 

 2 pm  Corpus Christi Procession at the Cathedral  

Tuesday, June 25 

 7 pm  St. Vincent de |Paul (Hall) 

Saturday, June 29 

  9 am  Church Property Cleanup; volunteers needed 

Sunday, June 30  

Peter’s Pence Collection 

 9:30 am  Mass Ladies Altar Society 

Blood pressure taken at both Masses  

 

HYMNS FOR 9:30 A.M. MASS 

365  Lord, Who at Thy First Eucharist  

Response:   You are a priest forever, in the line  

                    of Melchizedek. 

208  Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 

323  Gift of Finest Wheat 

543  Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 

 

SCRIPTURE FOR JUNE 23, 2019: Genesis 14:18-20; 

Psalm 110; 1 Corinthians 11:23-26; Luke 9:11b-17 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

 June 23                        9:30 am     Ron Mielech 

                                   11:30 am     Fred & Harriet 

                                                         Clayton 

June 24                       12:05 pm     Tom Heidrich 

June 25                       12:05 pm     Edward Fry 

June 26                        No Mass 

June 27                       12:05 pm     Ashley Knight 

June 28                       12:05 pm     In Thanksgiving  

June 29                       12:05 pm     Connie Marie 

                                                          Rowland 

June 30                         9:30 am     Katie Stewart 

                                   11:30 am     Alice Heath 

                                                          

LET US PRAY FOR OUR SICK 

Les Miley   Hannah Donoghue  

Ralph Kunkemoeller  Margie Huesman  

Shirley Hensley   Tom Donoghue 

Fr. Ray Hartman  Jill Felix 

Fr. Ralph Hartman  Greg Scanlon 

Kelly Bowman   Nancy Salzer 

Robert Shircliff   Connie Gillum 

Ed Salzer      Christy Egan 

Rachel Hub          Jack and Rilla Kerns           

Pat Wiedemann   Mary Lou Wilson 

Trudy Koehling   Jim White 

Carolyn  James   William Fredie 

Paula Schwarte   Bessie Plymesser 

Marcie Arnett   Michael Carter  

Rusty Erpernbeck  Archie Williams  

Rita Stapelton   Hattie Grace Sutter 

Wilma Brown   Ebry Erdman  

Terry    Jamie Igo 

Abby, Nick and Baby Arlo Uriah Searp  

Lois Knochelmann  Angela Casanova 

Mary Estelle Roesel  Joe Legner 

Courtney Thurman  Spencer Carr  

Bill Lonneman 
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