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FROM THE PASTOR 

 
INDEPENDENCE DAY 

In the second reading for this Sunday from Saint Paul's 

Letter to the Galatians, he writes: "Brothers and sisters, 

for freedom Christ set us free, so stand firm and do not 

submit again to the yoke of slavery." Paul is writing of 

spiritual freedom from condemnation and from the cultic 

law (circumcision, dietary laws, laws of cleanliness), and 

is not addressing the freedom that we celebrate this 

Thursday, July 4. But the words do speak to that political 

freedom that our founding fathers and mothers fought 

and sacrificed and died for and the danger that we would 

one day give up those freedoms and liberties and submit 

to various forms of slavery. 

     Religious liberty is guaranteed in the first amendment 

in the Bill of Rights, as is the freedom of speech and the 

freedom of the press. These are all under attack in our 

own time. "Congress shall make no law respecting an 

establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise 

thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the 

press, or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, 

and to petition the Government for a redress of 

grievances." Freedom of religion is being attacked in 

virtually every sphere. "Freedom of speech" has been 

replaced by "freedom from speech." We claim a right to 

never hear any speech that disagrees with us, disturbs us, 

or offends us. People I disagree with should be 

prevented from speaking on university campuses or in 

public spaces. The press is portrayed as the enemy of the 

people. 

     The Declaration of Independence (the signing of 

which is what we are actually celebrating on July 4) 

famously states: "We hold these truths to be self-evident, 

that all men are created equal, that they are endowed 

with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are 

Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness." The Right 

to Life is certainly under attack through abortion, 

physician-assisted suicide, euthanasia, capital 

punishment, and embryonic stem cell research, racism, 

neglect of the poor and needy, and the abuse of the 

environment." 

     Spiritual freedom is threatened by a consumeristic, 

materialistic culture, and by the wide-spread addictions 

to alcohol, drugs, pornography, gambling, eating 

disorders, etc. These can be enumerated on and on, 

almost without end. These are clearly forms of slavery 

that demean and degrade the human person. 

     As we celebrate the 4th of July, commemorating the 

freedom won for us by those who took part in the 

American Revolution and those who have fought for 

freedom abroad and in the United States over the past 

243 years, let us make sure that we are using the 

freedom that has been won for us in a way that honors 

the sacrifices that were made. 

     Have a great Independence Day! Be safe! And be 

free! 

 

ANTIPHONS 

Those of you who were at the 9:30 am Mass last 

weekend may have been surprised by a very short piece 

of music just before the beginning of Mass and again 

just before Communion. These are the Opening 

Antiphon and the Communion Antiphon. They are part 

of the liturgy for each day and may be sung or read.  

They should definitely be read or sung if there is no 

hymn sung at the beginning and end of Mass. Our new 

organist, Rebecca Wells, will sing them at our 9:30 am 

Masses.   

 

DIOCESAN PARISH ANNUAL APPEAL 

The latest totals from the Diocesan Parish Annual 

Appeal have been released, and Mother of God Church 

is doing very well. A total of 155 parishioners have 

participated and have pledged $96,067.36. The diocesan 

goal was $45,900. That means that we are $50,167.36 

above the goal. That money comes directly to the parish, 

with no tax for the diocese attached to it. 

     I am very appreciative to those who have donated so 

generously this year. I believe this is the highest pledge 

that we have ever had. As wonderful as it is, it is only 

$3,932.64 short of $100,000. If you have not pledged 

yet, please do so and help us reach this wonderful 

milestone. 

 

SAINT JUNIPER SERA, PRIEST 

Saint Juniper Sera was canonized by Pope Francis on 

September 23, 2015, during his visit to the United States. 

Although he has been a saint for less than four years, he 

has stirred up a great deal of controversy. Sera was a 

Franciscan friar from Spain, who was one of the leading 

missionaries to the Native Americans of California. He 

founded several missions there and was instrumental in 

converting many of the natives to Christianity.   

     It is in his missionary activity that the controversy 

arises. There are those who believe that Father Sera used 

force and intimidation in his efforts to convert the 

Indians from their native religions, and in doing so, 

participated in the destruction of a Native American 

civilization. Those who support the work of Saint 

Juniper Sera believe that he defended and protected the 

natives from the Spanish government and military and 

that his detractors are applying modern day thought and 

attitude to someone who lived in a very different time 

and place. Pope Francis, when he canonized Saint 

Juniper Sera, acknowledged this controversy and said 

that although Sera was a man of deep faith and love of 

Christ and the Church, who did bring many native 

peoples to faith, that modern-day evangelization 

understands that it cannot use the methods of the past 



and must have a greater appreciation for other cultures.  

There are many Native American Catholics who trace 

their Catholic faith to Father Sera and believe that he 

should be a saint of the Church for the wonderful work 

that he accomplished. 

     We want flawless, perfect men and women as our 

saints. But as the saying goes, "Every saint has a past, 

and every sinner has a future." Saint Juniper Sera was a 

good and holy man, and like all of us, he was a prisoner 

of his own time and place. He loved God, Jesus, the 

Church, and the Native peoples he ministered to. Did he 

make mistakes? Like all of us, the answer is yes. 

  

FEAST OF SAINT THOMAS, APOSTLE 

Poor Saint Thomas will spend eternity as the Doubting 

Thomas, when he is so much more. When Jesus decided 

to go to Jerusalem, despite the fact that the Pharisees 

were plotting to kill him, Thomas said to the others, "Let 

us go to Jerusalem and die with him, if we must." He 

could be called "Courageous Thomas," but that didn't 

catch on. When Jesus appeared to Thomas and showed 

him the nail marks in his hands and the wound in his 

side, Thomas fell to his knees and professed, "My Lord 

and my God!" making the most profound confession of 

faith in Jesus anywhere in the Gospels. He could have 

been called "Believing Thomas," but that didn't catch on 

either. After the Ascension, Saint Thomas went to India 

and preached the Gospel there, travelling the farthest of 

any of the Apostles. He could have been "Missionary 

Thomas," but that didn't catch on either. 

     Imagine that you are remembered, not for the good 

things that you have done, but for your worst moment. 

That is the fate of Saint Thomas. Shattered by his 

experience of the Agony in the Garden and by the 

Crucifixion of Jesus, Thomas, who had not seen the 

Risen Lord Jesus on that first Easter night, did not have 

the strength to believe the absurd story told to him by his 

brothers, that Jesus had risen from the dead. That is what 

he is remembered for. 

     Courageous Thomas! Believing Thomas! Missionary 

Thomas! Doubting Thomas! 

     The Feast of Saint Thomas, Apostle is this 

Wednesday, July 3. 

 

SAINT MARIA GORETTI 

Saint Maria Goretti lived in Italy in the last years of the 

19th century and the first years of the 20th century. Her 

father died when she was very young, and she had to 

stay at home, taking care of her little sister so that her 

mother and brothers could go out to work in the fields.  

When she was 12, in 1902, an 18-year-old neighbor boy 

named Allesandro attacked her and attempted to rape 

her. She resisted him and said that she would rather die 

than give in to him. He took a knife and stabbed her. 

     When Maria's mother and brothers came home, they 

found her on the floor bleeding. They took her to the 

doctor who was unable to save her. Remarkably, on her 

deathbed, she forgave Allesandro and stated that she 

hoped that she would see him in heaven. Allessandro 

was convicted of Maria's murder and was sentenced to 

30 years in prison. 

     While Allessandro was in prison, he had a dream in 

which Maria came to him with a bouquet of lilies. Lilies 

are a symbol of purity. She gave them to him, and they 

burned his hands, and he dropped them. When he woke 

from the dream, he was a changed man. When he was 

released from prison, Allessandro went to Maria's 

mother and begged her forgiveness for murdering her 

daughter. She did so, saying, "If my daughter could 

forgive you, then so can I." Allessandro entered into the 

Franciscans and lived as a holy monk for the rest of his 

life.   

     The Feast of Saint Maria Goretti is this Saturday, July 

6. 

 

PARISH NEWS 

 

OFFICE CLOSED JULY 4 and JULY 5 

 

NOTICE: If you have a child of the age (7 +) to 

receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation and First 

Eucharist, please call the office at 291-2288. Plans 

will be made for instruction and reception of these 

sacraments.  

 

RCIA AND YOU! In just a few months, we will begin 

formal sessions of our RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation 

of Adults). Perhaps this is the year you will want to join 

us to become Catholic. We welcome all inquiries at any 

time and welcome all questions. If you are interested, 

please call Deacon Tom at 859-291-2288. 

 

FAIR TRADE COFFEE, TEA AND COCOA: You 

can purchase Fair Trade Coffee and Tea items between 

the Masses next Sunday. 

 

COFFEE AND DONUTS! As you may have noticed, 

we now have donuts of a higher quality, and they cost 

more! As you enjoy coffee and donuts, it is suggested 

that you help us with the cost by donating at least $1 per 

donut and $1 per cup of coffee. Thank you. 

 

REMEMBER: SAVE THE DATE: Parish picnic at 

Villa Madonna grounds on Sunday, August 18, from 

 4-7 pm.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD is a 

celebration of God’s message of love for children. This 

occurs during the adult Liturgy of the Word at 11:30 

Mass. All children are invited to join the two age groups 

as they come forward when called. For more 

information, please contact Mary Beth Ryan at 341-

8264. 

 

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUPS are a fellowship of 

relatives and friends of alcoholics who share their 

experience, strength, and hope in order to solve their 

common problems. Al-Anon meetings are held at 

Mother of God Church every Wednesday at noon in the 

St. Aloysius Center. The meetings are open and non-

smoking. All are welcome—parishioners and non-

parishioners. 

 

NOTICE:  Hearing-impaired devices available. Please 

see an usher if you need one. 

 

MOTHER OF GOD MEMORIAL TRUST FUND:  

In your kindness, please consider making any bequests 

or financial donations to the Mother of God Memorial 

Trust Fund. These funds are used only for the 

preservation of the church.  

 

HOMEBOUND?  Do you have someone who needs to 

see a priest or needs Communion brought to them at 

home or in a nursing home? If so, please call the office 

at 859-291-2288 so Father can arrange a visit to them. 

 

THE MESSENGER: If you are a registered parishioner 

at Mother of God Church and are NOT receiving the free 

Catholic newspaper, The Messenger, please call the 

office at 859-291-2288. 

 

ARE YOU A PARISHIONER?  Interested in 

becoming a parishioner of Mother of God? We’re 

interested in you! We will have registration available 

after all Masses in the back of church. Please stop by our 

table to fill out a registration form and have any 

questions answered. We’re glad you’re here!  

 

COMMUNION CAN BE BROUGHT TO YOU in 

your place in church. Let an usher know that this is 

needed, and s/he will tell a Eucharistic Minister to come 

to you.  

 

SUNDAY COLLECTION 6-23-19 

Envelopes $6,893.50 

Loose $   626.00 

Online Giving $   778.63 

TOTAL COLLECTION $8,298.13 

 

 

 

DIOCESAN NEWS 

 
BE A WITNESS OF CHARITY 

Today we support the Holy Father in his charitable 

works. The Peter’s Pence Collection is taken up 

worldwide to support the most disadvantaged:  

victims of war, oppression, and natural disaster.  

This is an opportunity to join with our Holy Father, 

Pope Francis, and Be a Witness of CHARITY to our 

suffering brothers and sisters. Please be generous in 

today’s collection. For more information, visit 

www.usccb.org/peters-pence.  
 

THE MARRIAGE JOURNEY: The Diocese of 

Covington invites all couples to attend a marriage 

enrichment experience on Saturday, September 21, at St. 

Barbara Church, Erlanger, 8 am-3 pm.  The cost is $25 

per couple and includes a light breakfast, lunch and 

refreshments. For more information email:  

TheMarriageJourney2019@gmail.com<mailto:TheMarri

ageJourney2019@gmail.com> 

 

ST. ANN’S NOVENA: Join for the 132
nd

 annual St. 

Ann’s Novena on July 18-26 at St. Ann’s Church, 1274 

Parkway Avenue, Covington, KY. St. Ann is the 

patroness of Christian families, mothers, grandmothers, 

housewives, pregnancy, pregnant women, women in 

labor, and sterility, among others. Novena prayers begin 

at 7 pm, with novena Mass at 7:15 pm. The feast of 

Saints Joachim and Ann will be celebrated the final 

evening, July 26. All are welcome to stay for a reception 

after Mass. For more information, call 859-261-9548 or 

email lrats@aol.com. 

 

PARENTS OF ADDICTED LOVED ONES (PAL): 

PAL meets every Wednesday, from 6:30 to 8 pm, at 

Catholic Charities. It provides continuing education and 

support at no charge for parents with a son, daughter or 

spouse suffering from addiction to alcohol or drugs. No 

cost. Just come. Catholic Charities, 3629 Church Street, 

Latonia, KY. Contact Paula Weber at 859-581-8974 or 
www.covingtoncharities.org for more information. 

  

RETROUVAILLE PROGRAM helps couples restore 

and rebuild a loving relationship. It is for couples with 

marriages that are struggling, not communicating well, 

and those who are considering marriage separation or 

divorce. Retrouvaille of Cincinnati/Tri-State 2019 

Weekend:  September 6-8. For more information, call  

1-513-456-5413 or email helpourmarriage.com or visit  

 www.cincyretrouvaille.org;  

 

 

http://www.usccb.org/peters-pence
mailto:TheMarriageJourney2019@gmail.com%3cmailto:TheMarriageJourney2019@gmail.com
mailto:TheMarriageJourney2019@gmail.com%3cmailto:TheMarriageJourney2019@gmail.com
http://www.covingtoncharities.org/
http://www.cincyretrouvaille.org/


SAVE THIS DATE: On October 13, Catholics across 

the United States and nations across the world will 

gather to pray the rosary for a world which desperately 

needs to turn back to God. Immaculate Heart of Mary in 

Burlington is one of the prayer sites already registered 

for the event. Join us at the Grotto of the Two Hearts at 

4 p.m.  

YOUTH 2000 is an international retreat program started 

in 1990 at the request of John Paul II to evangelize 

Catholic youth. Each year, our diocesan YOUTH 2000 

welcomes more than 300 youths, many from parish 

youth groups and Confirmation classes. Most are young 

teens, but college students also attend. It will be held on 

October 11-13, at Covington Catholic High School. The 

charism of YOUTH 2000 is to lead young people 

through prayer and teaching instruction before the 

Blessed Sacrament, to a personal encounter and ever-

deepening union of heart and mind with the Eucharistic 

Heart of Jesus Christ. Through the guidance and power 

of the Holy Spirit, the spirituality of YOUTH 2000 seeks 

to imitate Mary, the Mother of God, by fostering a spirit 

of prayer, adoration and obedience to the will of God. 

Contact Maggie Spears 859-392-1500, ext. 1526, 

mspears@covdio. Visit https://nkyouth.com/ for more 

information.  

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK 

Sunday, June 30  

Peter’s Pence Collection 

 9:30 am Mass Ladies Altar Society 

Blood pressure taken at both Masses  

Tuesday, July 2 

 7 pm Education Committee Mtg. (Hall) 

Thursday, July 4 – OFFICE CLOSED 

Sunday, July 7 

Fair Trade Coffee, Tea and Cocoa Sale in Hall between 

the Masses. 

 

HYMNS FOR 9:30 AM MASS 

 

487  Faith of Our Fathers 

Response: You are my inheritance, O Lord 

367  See Us, Lord, About Your Altar. 

321  Bread of Life 

473  Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 

 

 

SCRIPTURE FOR JUNE 30, 2019: 1 Kings 19:16b, 

19-21; Psalm 16; Galatians 5: 1, 13-18; Luke 9:51-62. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

 

 June 30                         9:30 am     Katie Stewart 

                                   11:30 am     Alice Heath 

July 1                       12:05 pm     Eric Brown, II 

July 2                       12:05 pm     Mary Lida Comer 

July 3                        No Mass 

July 4                       10 am      Edward & Noreen 

                                                          Comer 

July 5                        12:05 pm     Dina Ash Funeral 

July 6                        12:05 pm     Stephen Horton 

July 7                9:30 am     Louise Dickman 

                                    11:30 am     Philip Schambach 

                                                          

LET US PRAY FOR OUR SICK 

 

Les Miley   Hannah Donoghue  

Ralph Kunkemoeller  Margie Huesman  

Shirley Hensley   Tom Donoghue 

Fr. Ray Hartman  Jill Felix 

Fr. Ralph Hartman  Greg Scanlon 

Robert Shircliff   Connie Gillum 

Rachel Hub          Jack and Rilla Kerns           

Pat Wiedemann   Mary Lou Wilson 

Trudy Koehling   Jim White 

Carolyn  James   William Fredie 

Paula Schwarte   Bessie Plymesser 

Marcie Arnett   Michael Carter  

Rusty Erpernbeck  Archie Williams  

Wilma Brown   Ebry Erdman  

Terry    Jamie Igo 

Abby, Nick and Baby Arlo Uriah Searp  

Lois Knochelmann  Angela Casanova 

Mary Estelle Roesel  Joe Legner 

Courtney Thurman  Spencer Carr  

Bill Lonneman   Bob Schroeder 

Bill Meyer   Special Intention 

https://nkyouth.com/

