
    JUNE 9, 2019 

PENTECOST SUNDAY 
 

FROM THE PASTOR 
COME HOLY SPIRIT!!! 

Today we celebrate the Feast of Pentecost, the day on 

which the Holy Spirit was poured out upon the Apostles, 

the Blessed Mother and the others gathered in the Upper 

Room. It was 50 days after the Resurrection of Christ on 

Easter, and nine days after his Ascension. Pentecost is an 

ongoing reality in the Church. It is the Big Bang of the 

Church, which launched the Church into being, and 

which continues the work of the Church throughout 

history. What difference does it make that this great 

explosion of the Spirit took place? 

     Last Sunday, as we celebrated the Feast of the 

Ascension of the Lord, we heard Jesus promise that the 

Apostles would receive power when they were baptized 

with the Holy Spirit. You will remember that the word 

translated from Greek into English as "power" was 

"dynamis." This word is the root of our word dynamite, 

and I encouraged us to hear it as, "You will receive 

spiritual dynamite when the Holy Spirit comes upon 

you!" 

     In Saint Paul's Letter to the Galatians, in chapter five, 

he teaches us what are called the "Fruits of the Holy 

Spirit." These are the effects of the Spirit in our lives. 

They are what happens when the Holy Spirit explodes 

with the force of spiritual dynamite. The nine Fruits of 

the Spirit in Saint Paul's teachings are: "love, joy, peace, 

patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness 

and self control." 

     These may seem to be ordinary virtues that many 

people have, including those who have no faith at all and 

no relationship with Christ. And this is true. Even 

atheists might possess some or all of these traits. But 

they are taken to new levels once the explosion of the 

Holy Spirit takes place.   

     Let’s take love, for example. Almost everyone, with 

the exception of true narcissists and sociopaths, has a 

capacity for love. This is the "natural" love of family and 

friends, and the erotic and romantic love that partners 

feel for one another. In English, we use this one word 

”love” to describe our love for our family, our friends, 

our spouses, our cars, our houses. We may love to ski, to 

hike, to listen to music, to read, to cook, etc. We may 

love certain cultures and foods. In Greek, there are a 

number of words for love that speak of different 

realities.   

     The word "philia" refers to the love we have for our 

family and friends, our neighbors and acquaintances. It 

is the root of the word Philadelphia, which is the City of 

Brotherly Love. The word "eros" refers to the sexual and 

romantic love between spouses and partners. These are 

"natural" loves.   

     But the love that is spoken of in the Bible, the love 

that we are called to as Christians, uses a different Greek 

word. That word is "agape," which means to love as God 

loves. This is a love, not only of those close to us or 

familiar to us. It is love of the stranger, as well. It even 

includes love of the enemy. God does not love us 

because we are good. He loves us because He is good.  

God loves because that is who He is. His love is not 

influenced by any outside realities. That would make 

God's love conditional. God's love is completely 

unconditional. By the power of the Holy Spirit at work 

in us, we can go beyond those natural loves, and we can 

learn to love as God loves. 

     The same is true for joy. There is a natural joy that 

anyone can know, but there is a supernatural joy which 

we achieve by the power of the Spirit. This is a joy that 

we can know, even in the midst of tragedy and loss. We 

can know that peace "which is beyond all 

understanding" because of the Holy Spirit. This is true 

for all of the Fruits of the Holy Spirit. Each is a natural 

trait or virtue that is taken to a far deeper and more 

powerful state by the Spirit. This is what holiness looks 

like. It is what sanctity is all about. 

     As we celebrate this great feast of Pentecost, pray that 

the spiritual dynamite of the Spirit will fill you with the 

power of his love. 

 

PARKING LOT STEPS 

I am very happy to announce that the steps across the 

street from the parking lot have been finished. This has 

been a very long process, and I apologize for the many 

delays and for any inconvenience that this has caused. 

  

KNOW YOUR FAITH 

Over the past two years, I have used Thursdays as a time 

to teach on the Bible. Each year at this time I reflect on 

what to do over the coming year. (As a former teacher, I 

still think in terms of the school year.) One request that 

has been made is to do an RCIA for Catholics. What 

would that mean? 

     The RCIA is the process by which we prepare people 

who are not Catholic for entry into the Church at Easter.  

A large part of that process is the teaching of the 

Catholic faith so that new Catholics know what it is that 

they are joining and what the expectations are for those 

who belong to the Catholic Church. It can be a very 

uplifting and stimulating experience. 

     Catholics who are familiar with the RCIA process 

often recognize the shortcomings of their own catechesis 

in the Catholic faith. Most "cradle Catholics" learned 

their faith as children in either a Catholic school or in a 

CCD class. Many have had only a slight explanation of 

the faith and do not really understand the faith that they 

profess.   

     Catholicism is an adult faith. But most Catholics have 

a grade school understanding of that faith. They may 

understand essentially what we believe (many lack even 

that understanding) but do not understand why we 

believe what we do, or what difference those beliefs 



make in our lives. So, for the next two years, I will be 

offering a series of talks that will be called: Know Your 

Faith—An RCIA for Catholics.   

     The Catechism of the Catholic Church lays out the 

Catholic faith under four headings.   

1. What Do Catholics Believe? This follows the 

Creed and examines the doctrinal teachings of 

the Church. 

2. How Do Catholics Worship? The Sacraments 

are the focus of this section.  

3. How Do Catholics Behave? Here we have the 

moral teachings of the Church, following the 

Ten Commandments as the essential framework 

for our moral understanding.   

4. How Do Catholics Pray? Each of the phrases of 

the Our Father are used to develop our 

understanding of prayer. 

During this coming year we will focus on parts 1 and 

2—the doctrinal beliefs of the Church and the worship 

of the Church. We will begin on Thursday, August 22, 

and will meet at 11 am and 6:30 pm. Please plan to join 

us. 

 

SAINT BARNABAS 

This Wednesday, June 11, is the Feast of Saint Barnabas, 

Apostle. It may be a surprise to hear that Saint Barnabas 

is considered an Apostle, for he was not part of the 

original Twelve. He had been a follower of Jesus from 

the time of John the Baptist up until Christ's Ascension.  

     After Saint Paul undergoes his radical conversion and 

transformation, Barnabas took him under his wing.  

When Paul goes to Jerusalem to meet with Saint Peter 

and the other Apostles, Barnabas will go with him to 

speak on his behalf. The Jerusalem community is 

familiar with Paul's earlier reputation and is not sure that 

they can trust him. Barnabas assures them that Paul is a 

new creation, having met the Risen Christ along the road 

to Damascus. 

     Later, Paul and Barnabas will be sent from the local 

community on a missionary journey to Antioch to preach 

the Gospel there. And when the great Gentile Problem 

explodes, Barnabas and Paul will again go to Jerusalem 

to participate in the Council of Jerusalem and to argue 

on behalf of the Gentiles. 

 

SAINT ANTHONY OF PADUA 

In Mother of God Church, the statue on the far left of the 

sanctuary portrays a Franciscan friar holding the child 

Jesus. This is Saint Anthony of Padua. Anthony was 

born in Portugal but moved to Padua, Italy, where he 

eventually died. It is Padua that he is associated with.  

He was known as a passionate preacher and a great lover 

of the poor. The Church canonized him a saint shortly 

after his death and later proclaimed him to be a Doctor 

of the Church.  

     This is the Saint Anthony who is known as the patron 

saint for lost articles.  Most of us learned as children to 

pray, "Tony, Tony, turn around. Something is lost, and 

must be found." Saint Anthony has been a great help to 

me over the years, in finding things that I have 

misplaced.   

     This Thursday, June 13, is the Feast of Saint Anthony 

of Padua.  

 

PARISH NEWS 

 

NOTICE: If you have a child of the age (7 +) to receive 

the Sacrament of Reconciliation and First Eucharist, 

please call the office at 291-2288. Plans will be made for 

instruction and reception of these sacraments.  

 

RCIA AND YOU! In just a few months, we will begin 

formal sessions of our RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation 

of Adults). Perhaps this is the year you will want to join 

us to become Catholic. We welcome all inquiries at any 

time and welcome all questions. If you are interested, 

please call Deacon Tom at 291-2288. 

 

MOG St. Vincent DePaul Quarterly Collection:  

SVDP parish representatives are grateful for your 

generous donation of $2,734 to help us minister to those 

within our parish boundaries who are in need. Your 

contributions will allow us to extend help to parents and 

grandparents caring for children while school is not is 

session this summer. Food budgets are strained during 

this time. It is our privilege to bring the love and support 

from our faith family to these folks. 

 

THE HOSPITALITY COMMITTEE is seeking a 

chair person for this year’s Parish Picnic, scheduled for 

August 18,
 
from 4 pm to 7 pm, at Villa Madonna Picnic 

Shelter (same location as in the past) in Villa Hills. The 

committee will give plenty of guidance along the way, 

and there are many volunteers already signed up to 

support. But a chair person(s) to coordinate is still 

needed. Anyone interested, or to inquire more about 

what is involved, can contact Carole Johnston at 1-253-

736-5112 or johnsmanor@comcast.net. 

 
We extend our sincere sympathy to the family and 

friends of Guy Douglas Reinhert who passed away 

recently. May he rest in peace.   

 

SUNDAY COLLECTION 5-26-19 

Envelopes $5,991.00 

Loose $   889.00 

Online Giving $   452.48 

TOTAL COLLECTION $7,332.48 
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SUNDAY COLLECTION 6-2-19 

Envelopes $7,259.50 

Loose $   754.00 

Online Giving $   346.98 

TOTAL COLLECTION $8,360.48 

 

INTERNET SCAM 

A few people have received an email from someone 

claiming to be me, asking them for eBay gift card for 

some women going through cancer at the hospital.    

That request is not coming from me. I would never ask 

anyone for money by email or Facebook or any other 

social media. Another message is: I need a favor from 

you. Text me back as soon as possible. 

This scam uses a made up email-

fathermichaelcomer.pastor@gmail.com. My real email is 

mcomer@mother-of-god.org. Anything coming from 

any other email claiming to be me is fake. 

     I hate that we live in a world where we have to be so 

suspicious and so cautious, but unfortunately, that is the 

way it is.   

     I hope that none of you have been scammed by this. 

 

 

DIOCESAN NEWS 

 
FEAST OF CORPUS CHRISTI PROCESSION:  

There will be a Eucharistic procession around the 

grounds of the Cathedral Basilica of the Assumption at 2 

pm on Sunday, June 23, on the Feast of Corpus Christi. 

All priests, deacons, religious and lay faithful of the 

diocese are invited to participate in the celebration. 

In the Eucharist, the Lord Jesus is with us always. 

Through participation in this Eucharistic procession, we 

have the opportunity to give witness to belief in the Real 

Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist. Please consider 

participating in this celebration.  

 

ST. AUGUSTINE’S SUMMER FESTIVAL will be on 

Friday and Saturday, June 21 and 22, from 5 pm to 11 

pm. Sit-down dinners in the gym will take place both 

nights from 5 pm to 7:30 pm. Friday’s meal will feature 

fish, and Saturday will have chicken strips. Saturday 

night there will be live music in the yard. Bring your 

friends and join us for a good time!  

 

CINCINNATI CATHOLIC ALUMNI CLUB: Invites 

single Catholic men and women to join them for dinner, 

Sunday, June 23, 5:30 pm, at the Greyhound Tavern, 

2500 Dixie Highway, Ft. Mitchell. Call Emil at 301-367-

5650 

 

 

 

 

 

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK 

Sunday, June 9 – Pentecost Sunday 

Monday, June 10 

  7:30 pm Knights of St. John Mtg. (Hall) 

Sunday, June 16 – Holy Trinity Sunday 

Happy Father’s Day 

 

HYMNS FOR 9:30 A.M. MASS 

444  Come, Holy Ghost 

Response Lord, send out your Spirit, and  

renew the face of the earth. 

457  Shepherd Me O God 

396  Be Thou My Vision 

535  O God Beyond All Praising 

 

SCRIPTURE FOR JUNE 9, 2019: Acts 2:1-11; Psalm 

104; 1 Corinthians 12:3b-7, 12-13; John 20:19-23. 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

 June 9                           9:30 am     Judy Stahl 

                                   11:30 am     Rev. William   

                                                         Neuroth   

June 10                       12:05 pm    Bruce M. Goodnow 

June 11                       12:05 pm    Barbara and Joseph 

                                                          Schulte 

June 12                         No Mass 

June 13                       12:05 pm     The children of 

                                                         Delores Gibson 

June 14                       12:05 pm     Fr. Herman Kamlage 

June 15                       12:05 pm     Jeff Bowling 

June 16                         9:30 am     Bill Jantzen 

                                   11:30 am     Cindy Kelly 

 

LET US PRAY FOR OUR SICK 

Les Miley   Hannah Donoghue  

Ralph Kunkemoeller  Margie Huesman  

Shirley Hensley   Tom Donoghue 

Fr. Ray Hartman  Jill Felix 

Fr. Ralph Hartman  Greg Scanlon 

Kelly Bowman   Nancy Salzer 

Robert Shircliff   Connie Gillum 

Ed Salzer      Christy Egan 

Rachel Hub          Jack Kearns           

Pat Wiedemann   Richard Kearns 

Marie Braun   Mary Lou Wilson 

Trudy Koehling   Jim White 

Carolyn  James   William Fredie 

Paula Schwarte   Bessie Plymesser  

Marcie Arnett   Michael Carter  

Rusty Erpenbeck  Archie Williams 

Rita Stapelton   Hattie Grace Sutter  

Wilma Brown   Ebry Erdman 

Terry    Lois Knochelmann 

Abby, Nick and Baby Arlo Mary Estelle Roesel 

Jamie  Igo   Angela Casanova  

Uriah Searp 
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