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  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

FROM THE PASTOR 

 
THE HARVEST IS RICH, BUT THE LABORERS 

ARE FEW 

In the Gospel today, Jesus appoints the "Seventy-Two" 

disciples other than the Twelve, whom he will send out 

on mission. They are to go to the various towns and 

villages and begin telling the residents about Jesus and 

getting them stirred up to meet him when he arrives. So 

often we think of the Twelve as the entire community of 

disciples, but there were in fact thousands of followers 

of Jesus in his own lifetime. This is one of the reasons 

that the Pharisees and the Romans were threatened by 

him. He had great power over the crowds. 

     As we look at the Seventy-Two and the Twelve, we 

see the differing roles within the Church. The Twelve 

represent the clergy and the Seventy-Two represent the 

laity. Each has a specific and significant role within the 

Church. The Second Vatican Council stated that the 

ministry of the clergy exists to support and empower the 

ministry of the laity. All too often, we have gotten this 

backwards, to the great detriment of the Church and her 

mission. 

     The laity is the front line troops of the Church. They, 

more than the clergy, are the ones who are to evangelize 

the world. They live their mission within the family and 

within the community and in the marketplace. Within 

the family, the most important work of evangelization 

takes place as parents and grandparents educate their 

children in the faith, teaching them about Christ, about 

what is right and wrong, how to pray, and what are the 

expectations that Christ has of his followers. Within the 

community, the laity are to be witnesses to Christ by the 

way in which they live and in how they treat others.  

They are to help build up the Kingdom of God in the 

world. In the marketplace, the laity are to live their 

Christian faith within the workplace, in how they treat 

their employees, their employers, and those who they 

work with side by side. In decision-making 

circumstances, they are to help their fellows find 

business solutions that respect the values found in the 

teachings of Christ. In the political realm, if they serve in 

public office, they are to do so according to the teachings 

of Christ and faithfulness to Christ and his message 

should guide and determine how they vote. 

     The ministry of the clergy exists to support and assist 

in the ministry of the laity. Through teaching and 

preaching and through the celebration of the Sacraments, 

the clergy are to help the laity come to a deeper 

understanding of the teachings of Christ, of how to apply 

them to their lives, and to give them through the 

Sacraments the grace and strength that they need in their 

particular apostolate. 

     The quote from this week's Gospel, “The harvest is 

rich, but the laborers are few” has usually been 

understood to mean that we are to pray for more priests.  

I am all in favor of more priests, but this passage is not 

just about the official ministers in the Church. In 

addition to more priests, we desperately need more laity 

who understand that, as followers of Christ, they are the 

real evangelizers of the world and those who have the 

power to transform the political sphere and the local 

community.   

 

OUR SAVIOR CHURCH 

Today is the first Sunday that I will say Mass at Our 

Savior Church here in Covington. The normal schedule 

will be that I will be saying an 8 am Mass on the first 

and third Sundays of the month. This week I will be 

saying a 9:30 am Mass so that I can meet the people 

there, and they can meet me.   

     Please pray for the people of Our Savior, for this is a 

difficult time for them. Two of their Masses each week 

will be at 9:30 am, which is the time that they are used 

to. The other two will be at 8 am. This will be a very 

difficult schedule for them to get used to. We hope and 

pray that it will go smoothly. 

 

KNOW YOUR FAITH—AN RCIA FOR 

CATHOLICS 

I recently announced that my next series of talks will be 

entitled "Know Your Faith—An RCIA for Catholics."  

The RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Christians) is 

the process through which adults are brought into the 

Church. It includes a basic education in the Catholic 

faith, so that those entering have an understanding of 

what it is that they are committing themselves to. 

     My experience is that Catholics have a very 

inadequate knowledge of the Catholic faith. I have often 

said that the Catholic faith is the best kept secret from 

the Catholic people that there is. Sadly, most Catholics 

have hardly more than a third- or fourth-grade 

understanding to their faith. We have done a poor job, 

for a very long time, in educating our people. This has 

left Catholics, especially young Catholics, very 

vulnerable to those who would lead them away from 

Christ or from his Church. It is one of my most 

important goals as a priest to address this situation. 

     There are three things that every Catholic should 

know about the Catholic faith: 

 What do Catholics believe? 

 Why do they believe it? 

 What difference does it make? 

Even those who have a fair grasp of what the Church 

believes have almost no understanding of why the 

Church believes what she does and what difference these 

beliefs make.   

     Several years ago, the bishops of the world asked 

Pope John Paul II to provide a modern catechism of the 

faith. The last time the Universal Church had put out 



such a catechism was almost 500 years ago, after the 

Council of Trent. They recognized that, following the 

Council, there was great confusion about what the 

Church really believes. In 1994, the Holy Father 

promulgated the Catechism of the Catholic Church. If 

you ever want to know what the Catholic Church teaches 

on almost anything, that is where to look.  

     I will explain more about the Catechism and about 

the sessions that I will be teaching in the next few 

bulletin articles. 

     We will begin the series of talks at 11 am and at 6:30 

pm on Thursday, August 22.  

 

SAINT BENEDICT, ABBOT 

Thursday, July 11, is the feast of Saint Benedict. 

Benedict is one of the most important and influential 

figures in the history of the Catholic Church. He is 

known as the father of monasticism because of the rule 

that he wrote for his monks that has become the model 

for almost every religious community since them. 

     Benedict was born is central Italy in 480 AD to a 

wealthy family. He was drawn to a life of solitude and 

prayer and found a cave on Mount Subiaco, south of 

Rome, and sought to live the life of a hermit. After some 

time, word spread that there was a deeply holy man 

living on the mountain, and other men, seeking a similar 

life, came to him asking for him to guide them. This was 

the beginning of the first Benedictine monastery. From 

there, Benedict founded several houses, but the most 

important was Monte Cassino. Eventually, Benedict's 

sister, Scholastica, joined her brother, and they founded 

the first Benedictine monastery for women.   

     We honor our neighboring parish, Saint Benedict 

here in Covington and the Benedictine Sisters of Saint 

Walburg Monastery, who are our local representatives of 

the Benedictine charism. 

 

SAINT HENRY 

Saturday, July 13, is the feast day of Saint Henry. Saint 

Henry was the emperor of the Holy Roman Empire in 

the early years of the 11th century. He was known as 

Saint Henry the Exuberant. Wouldn’t that be a great 

nickname to have? Henry was a great supporter of the 

Church, politically and financially, and was a deeply 

devout and holy Catholic. Because of this, he was 

canonized as a saint within a short time after his death. 

 

BISHOP FULTON J. SHEEN 

A rather unseemly fight has gone on over the past 

several years between the Archdiocese of New York and 

the Diocese of Peoria, over the remains of Bishop Fulton 

J. Sheen. Bishop Sheen was a very effective evangelizer 

in the 1950s and 1960s. He had a very popular television 

show, making him the first Catholic televangelist.   

     Sheen was born and ordained in Peoria, Illinois, and 

eventually became the Auxiliary Bishop of New York, 

which is where he died. There is a movement to have 

Bishop Sheen canonized as a saint, which is why there is 

such a battle over his remains. He was buried in New 

York, but his family wanted him returned to Peoria. 

Each diocese wanted his remains, and the biggest issue 

is was which diocese would take on the cost of pursuing 

the canonization. Recently, a court decided that his body 

remains should be returned to Peoria, and Peoria has 

announced that they will immediately begin the next 

stages of the canonization process.   

     This past Thursday, Sheen's remains were transferred 

to the Diocese of Peoria. It is hoped that he will be 

beatified later this year. That is the last stage before 

canonization.   

 

PARISH NEWS 

 

NOTICE:  If you have a child of the age (7 +) to receive 

the Sacrament of Reconciliation and First Eucharist, 

please call the office at 291-2288. Plans will be made for 

instruction and reception of these sacraments.  

 

RCIA AND YOU! In just a few months, we will begin 

formal sessions of our RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation 

of Adults). Perhaps this is the year you will want to join 

us to become Catholic. We welcome all inquiries at any 

time and welcome all questions. If you are interested, 

please call Deacon Tom at 859-291-2288. 

 

We offer our sincere sympathy to Mary Meyer and her 

family on the loss of Bill and also to all the friends of 

Bill. He will be held in our prayers, and may he rest in 

peace. 

 

FAIR TRADE COFFEE, TEA AND COCOA on sale 

today in the hall between the Masses.  

 

COFFEE AND DONUTS! As you may have noticed, 

we now have donuts of a higher quality, and they cost 

more! As you enjoy coffee and donuts, it is suggested 

that you help us with the cost by donating at least $1 per 

donut and $1 per cup of coffee. Thank you. 

 

PARISH PICNIC-SAVE THE DATE: Parish picnic at 

Villa Madonna grounds on Sunday, August 18, from 

 4-7 pm. More information to follow. 

 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD is a 

“celebration” of God’s message of love for children. 

This occurs during the “adult” Liturgy of the Word at 

11:30 Mass. All children are invited to join the two age 

groups as they come forward when called. For more 

information, please contact Mary Beth Ryan at 341-

8264. 

 

AL-ANON FAMILY GROUPS are a fellowship of 

relatives and friends of alcoholics who share their 

experience, strength, and hope in order to solve their 



common problems. Al-Anon meetings are held at 

Mother of God Church every Wednesday at noon in the 

St. Aloysius Center. The meetings are open and non-

smoking. All are welcome—parishioners and non-

parishioners. 

 

PARISH KITCHEN is looking for volunteers to help 

serve lunch to our guests. We need both subs, and we 

have a couple of regular spots to fill. All volunteers at 

Parish Kitchen must be Virtus-compliant or willing to 

fulfill these requirements. Email Assistant Manager 

Amy Bauer at abauer@covingtoncharities.org if 

interested! 

 

NOTICE:  Hearing-impaired devices available. Please 

see an usher if you need one. 

 

MOTHER OF GOD MEMORIAL TRUST FUND:  

In your kindness, please consider making any bequests 

or financial donations to the Mother of God Memorial 

Trust Fund. These funds are used only for the 

preservation of the church.  

 

HOMEBOUND? Do you have someone who needs to 

see a priest or needs Communion brought to them at 

home or in a nursing home? If so, please call the office 

at 859-291-2288 so Father can arrange a visit to them. 

 

THE MESSENGER: If you are a registered parishioner 

at Mother of God Church and are NOT receiving the free 

Catholic newspaper, The Messenger, please call the 

office at 859-291-2288. 

 

ARE YOU A PARISHIONER? Interested in becoming 

a parishioner of Mother of God? We’re interested in 

you! We will have registration available after all Masses 

in the back of Church. Please stop by our table to fill out 

a registration form and have any questions answered. 

We’re glad you’re here!  

 

COMMUNION CAN BE BROUGHT TO YOU in 

your place in church. Let an usher know that this is 

needed and s/he will tell a Eucharistic Minister to come 

to you.  

 

COLLECTION FIGURES NOT AVAILABLE AT 

TIME OF PRINTING OF BULLETIN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTERNET SCAM 

A few people have received an email from someone 

claiming to be me, asking them for eBay gift cards for 

some women going through cancer at the hospital.    

That request is not coming from me. I would never ask 

anyone for money by email or Facebook or any other 

social media. Another message is: I need a favor from 

you. Text me back as soon as possible. 

This scam uses a made up email-

fathermichaelcomer.pastor@gmail.com.  My real email 

is mcomer@mother-of-god.org. Anything coming from 

any other email claiming to be me is fake. 

     I hate that we live in a world where we have to be so 

suspicious and so cautious, but unfortunately, that is the 

way it is.   

     I hope that none of you have been scammed by this. 

 

DIOCESAN NEWS 

 

BE A WITNESS OF CHARITY 

Thank you for your generous support of the essential 

work of the Holy Father and his charitable acts through 

the Peter’s Pence Collection. Our contributions will be 

combined with those of our brothers and sisters around 

the world to help Pope Francis reach out to those in 

need. Your generosity will help you to Be a Witness of 

CHARITY.  

 

THE MARRIAGE JOURNEY: The Diocese of 

Covington invites all couples to attend a marriage 

enrichment experience on Saturday, September 21, at St. 

Barbara Church, Erlanger, 8 am-3 pm. The cost is $25 

per couple and includes a light breakfast, lunch and 

refreshments. For more information email:  

TheMarriageJourney2019@gmail.com. 

 

ST. ANN’S NOVENA: Join for the 132
nd

 annual St. 

Ann’s Novena, on July 18-26, at St. Ann’s Church, 1274 

Parkway Avenue, Covington, KY. St. Ann is the 

patroness of Christian families, mothers, grandmothers, 

housewives, pregnancy, pregnant women, women in 

labor, and sterility, among others. Novena prayers begin 

at 7 pm, with novena Mass at 7:15 pm. The feast of 

Saints Joachim and Ann will be celebrated the final 

evening, July 26. All are welcome to stay for a reception 

after Mass. For more information, call 859-261-9548 or 

lrats@aol.com. 

 

CARE NET 8th ANNUAL GOLF fore FATHERS 
Get ready to grab your clubs and enjoy a day of golf! 

Care Net Pregnancy Services is inviting you to attend 

our 8th Annual Golf fore Fathers outing. Join us on 

Friday, August 16, at Ashton Oaks Golf Club. This event 

helps raise funds to benefit our Fatherhood Parenting 

Education Program. Our fatherhood program is one of 

our fastest growing programs! In this program, young 

fathers are paired up with a mentor who guides them 

mailto:abauer@covingtoncharities.org
mailto:email-fathermichaelcomer.pastor@gmail.com
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through parenting courses and helps prepare them to 

become great fathers. 

Grab a few of your pals and get signed up to play in the 

golf scramble! Check-in/lunch begins at noon, and the 

Shotgun Start begins at 1 pm. The event cost $100 per 

golfer, which includes 18 holes of golf with cart, 

refreshments, a grill-out lunch, silent auction and raffle 

opportunities, and a catered dinner. We can’t wait to 

enjoy a round of golf to support the fathers in our 

community! Get signed up on www.choselifenky.org or 

feel free to email Jennifer Hall at 

directorofdevelopment@carenetnky.org or call 859-431-

9178. 

SAVE THIS DATE: On October 13, Catholics across 

the United States and nations across the world will 

gather to pray the rosary for a world which desperately 

needs to turn back to God. Immaculate Heart of Mary in 

Burlington is one of the prayer sites already registered 

for the event. Join us at the Grotto of the Two Hearts at 

4 pm.  

YOUTH 2000 is an international retreat program started 

in 1990 at the request of John Paul II to evangelize 

Catholic youth. Each year, our diocesan YOUTH 2000 

welcomes more than 300 youths, many from parish 

youth groups and Confirmation classes. Most are young 

teens, but college students also attend. It will be held on 

October 11-13, at Covington Catholic High School. The 

charism of YOUTH 2000 is to lead young people 

through prayer and teaching instruction before the 

Blessed Sacrament, to a personal encounter and ever-

deepening union of heart and mind with the Eucharistic 

Heart of Jesus Christ. Through the guidance and power 

of the Holy Spirit, the spirituality of YOUTH 2000 seeks 

to imitate Mary, the Mother of God, by fostering a spirit 

of prayer, adoration and obedience to the will of God. 

Contact Maggie Spears 859-392-1500 x 1526, 

mspears@covdio. Visit https://nkyouth.com/ for more 

information.  

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK 

Sunday, July 7 

Fair Trade coffee, tea and cocoa sale in the hall between 

the Masses. 

 

 

HYMNS FOR 9:30 AM MASS 

 

712  Lift High the Cross 

Response “Let all the earth cry out to God with  

                           joy.” 

609  Jerusalem, My Happy Home 

334  Taste and See 

387  Sent Forth By God’s Blessing 

 

 

SCRIPTURE FOR JULY 7, 2019: Isaiah 66:10-14c; 

Psalm 66; Galatians 6: 14-18; Luke 10:1-12, 17-20. 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

 

July 7                9:30 am     Louise Dickman 

                                    11:30 am     Philip Schambach  

July 8                       12:05 pm     Nasstaska Keller 

July 9                       12:05 pm     Chuck Legner 

July 10                        No Mass 

July 11                       12:05 pm      Anton Torres 

July 12                        12:05 pm     Rose Mary O’Brien 

July 13                        12:05 pm     Bob Darpel 

July 14                           9:30 am    Judy Stahl 

                                    11:30 am     Ed Hunkemoeller 

                                                          

LET US PRAY FOR OUR SICK 

 

Les Miley   Hannah Donoghue  

Shirley Hensley   Margie Huesman  

Fr. Ray Hartman  Tom Donoghue 

Fr. Ralph Hartman  Jill Felix 

Robert Shircliff   Greg Scanlon 

Rachel Hub   Connie Gillum 

Pat Wiedemann          Jack and Rilla Kerns           

Trudy Koehling   Mary Lou Wilson 

Carolyn James   Jim White 

Paula Schwarte   William Fredie 

Marcia Arnett   Bessie Plymesser 

Rusty Erpenbeck  Michael Carter  

Wilma Brown   Archie Williams  

Terry    Ebry Erdman  

Abby, Nick and Baby Arlo Jamie Igo 

Lois Knochelmann  Uriah Searp  

Mary Estelle Roesel  Angela Casanova 

Courtney Thurman  Joe Legner  

Spencer Carr   Bill Lonneman 

Bob Schroeder   Special Intention 

Ralph and Gloria Kunkemoeller 
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