M other of God Church
119 West 6th Street, Covington, KY 41011 • Phone: 859.291.2288 • FAX 859.291.2065
www.mother-of-god.org • e-mail: motherofgod@mother-of-god.org

Staff

Rev. Michael E. Comer, Pastor
mcomer@mother-of-god.org
Parish number: 859-291-2288
Cell: 859-816-3198
Victor Canfield, Facilities
Ellen Habermehl, Secretary
Patricia Steinmetz, Business Office
Office Hours
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday – 9:30 am-4:30 pm
Wednesday – 9:30 am-1:00 pm

Sunday Mass Schedule

Sundays:
9:30 am – Traditional Music
Andrew Allen, Organist
aallen@smshp.com
11:30 am – Contemporary Ensemble
Cindy Duesing, Director
(ASL Interpreted)
(Children’s Liturgy of the Word)

Weekday Mass Schedule

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday – 12:05 pm

Parish School

Prince of Peace Catholic Montessori
625 Pike Street, Covington, KY ~ 859.431.5153
Please call the Parish Office to Register, to inform us of changes in your contact information,
to let us know how our parish can serve you, or to inquire about volunteering in the parish.
Baptism of Infants:
Contact
Ellen Habermehl
(M, TU, F)
Anointing of the Sick:
Communion and otherhome
visits:
Contact Parish Office

SACRAMENTS
Reconciliation:
Tuesday at 11:00 am
Saturday at 11:00 am
in Church

Marriages:
Contact Ellen Habermehl
at least 9 to 12 months prior
to the desired wedding date.

Sacraments of Initiation:
For Adults:
For Children:
Baptism, Confirmation,
Sacraments of Reconciliation,
and First Communion:
Eucharist, and Confirmation:
Contact Parish Office
Contact Parish Office

MOTHER OF GOD

NOVEMBER 14, 2021
THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY
IN ORDINARY TIME

FROM THE PASTOR
WHAT’S THE MATTER WITH KIDS
TODAY?

One of the sad realities of our time is the number of
young people who have left the Catholic Church. Some,
like so many young people in the past, have simply put
church-going on the shelf for the time being, and plan
to return when they settle down and get married and
start raising families. But increasingly, we are seeing
those that leave do not choose to return. Some have
drifted into one of the so-called mega-churches or
the nondenominational churches. Many have simply
become part of the secular culture, who do not believe
much of anything spiritually or religiously.
Of course, there are many other young people who
remain faithful to the Catholic Church, and we want to
give thanks to God for helping them to find His love
and presence here, and in the Sacraments.
In every age, there have been older people who
have looked at younger people and despaired, “What’s
the matter with kids today?”, as Paul Lynde sang so
many years ago in the play Damn Yankees. Adam and
Eve were probably asking the same question as they
watched the tragedy of their sons, Cain and Abel, play
out. The father of the Prodigal Son and his hard-headed
and arrogant elder son agonized over the same problem.
It has ever been true.
Is there something wrong with the younger
generation? Are they just not as good and faithful
and generous and kind as we were? Are they really as
narcissistic as some accuse them of being?
I need to say that I know and have known many
incredible young people. Just before coming to Mother
of God, I was teaching at Saint Patrick High School
in Maysville. My students were extraordinarily good
young men and women, whom I loved spending time
with. Over the past four years, I have given Senior
Retreats to young people from Holy Cross and Saint
Henry High Schools. Again, I have met wonderful
young people in those encounters. Recently, we have
begun a Young Adult Group here at Mother of God.
Wonderful young men and women. I have nineteen
nieces and nephews who are deeply faith-filled men
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and women, and so are their spouses. I am deeply proud
of all of these young people, and profoundly inspired
by them.
I believe with all my heart that the Catholic Church
is the Church that Jesus founded and intended, and that
the Catholic faith is the fullness of truth that Jesus handed
on to the Apostles, and that has been faithfully passed
down throughout the centuries, under the guidance of
the Holy Spirit. As such, it deeply saddens me when
these young people whom I love and respect so much,
have felt that they needed to go to other churches to
come to know Christ in a way that they could fall in
love with Him and with His Gospel.
I have asked some of these young people why
they left the Catholic Church and joined Crossroads or
Vineyard, or one of the other churches which attract
so many of our youth. Some of the things that they
say attracted them were: community with faith-filled
people of their own age who were excited about Christ
and the Gospel, a focus on learning to read the Bible
and growing in the Word of God, spirited praise and
worship of God, a focus on the gifts of the Holy Spirit,
sermons directed at them and their questions, issues and
problems, and a sense of participation in the mission of
Christ to make the world a better place.
It is not that these things are not in the Catholic
Church. They are. In fact, they originated in the Catholic
Church. But at this moment in our history, we are not
doing a good job of helping young people connect with
these things, and despite many great Catholic Schools,
we are all too often not successfully bringing our young
people into a meaningful and positive encounter with
the Lord Jesus Christ. In many ways, we are failing
the very best of our youth and they are seeking Christ
elsewhere. I am sure that, like me, you are heartbroken
about this.
I hear people complain about these young people,
claiming that they only go to these other churches
because they have a coffee bar, or rock music. They
can get better coffee at Starbucks and better rock in
any number of bars or clubs. They are seeking Christ,
and I commend them for that. I am grateful that these
churches are successful at helping many of our youth
to come to Christ, and I pray that we will learn how to
do that better. I also pray that many of these youth will
return to the Catholic Church and the Catholic faith,
equipped with what they have learned, and will help us
do a better job of reaching our own youth.
I hope that one of the results of the synod will be a
deeper understanding of the longings of our youth.

THE THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

ARE WE LIVING IN THE “END TIMES”?

We celebrate this
week the penultimate
Sunday of the Church’s
Liturgical Year. Next
Sunday is the Solemnity
of Our Lord Jesus Christ,
King of the Universe.
The following Sunday will be the First Sunday of Advent,
beginning our new liturgical year.
The readings for this week include an apocalyptic
vision from the Book of the Prophet Daniel, and in the
Gospel, Jesus talks about His return in power and glory
at the end of time. We live in apocalyptic times. For a
number of decades now, many preachers and visionaries
and prophets have stated that we are in the midst of the end
of the world, and that Jesus will be returning soon. What
do we make of those predictions?
This particular teaching of Jesus tells us that there will
be an end, when He will return to bring the fullness of
salvation to His faithful, but He does not give us clues as
to when that will take place. In fact, He says that “of that
day or hour, no one knows, neither the angels in heaven,
nor the Son, but only the Father.” Based on this passage,
I think we should take those who are sure that the end is
nigh with a huge grain of salt.
In other passages, He says that there will be “wars
and rumors of wars, and signs in the heavens.” There are
always wars and rumors of wars, and there are always
signs in the heavens – comets and meteors and solar flares
and Northern Lights and eclipses of the sun or moon. So
these signs do not help us pin the day or hour down. That
is the point.
In the largest picture, we are in the “End Times,” as
the “End Times” are everything after the Ascension of the
Lord. But we do not know when the real end will happen.
We live each day as if this could be the day. We are to stay
current in our relationship with God. Do I need to go to
Confession? If the end of time comes today, shouldn’t I
get that taken care of? Do I need to ask forgiveness from
someone in my life? Do it today. Tomorrow may be too
late. Do I need to grant forgiveness to someone? Do it
today. What if the end comes tonight? Will I wait until it is
too late?
Be awake! Be alert! Be ready!

THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW

This Thursday, we will conclude our reflections on the
Gospel of Matthew. We will focus on the Last Supper, the
Passion and Death of Christ, and His Resurrection. Join us
at 11:00 a.m. and 6:30 p.m.
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THE DEDICATION OF THE BASILICAS OF
SAINTS PETER AND PAUL
Last week, the Church celebrated the Feast of the
Dedication of the Basilica of Saint John Lateran, one of the
four major Basilicas in Rome. This Thursday, November
18, she celebrates two more of these major Basilicas, the
Feast of the Dedication of the Basilicas of Saints Peter and
Paul.
The Basilica of Saint Peter is the most famous church
in the world, as it is located at the Vatican and is the host
for the most important liturgies of the Church. We have
all seen the newly-elected Popes emerge from the Basilica
onto the balcony overlooking the Piazza of Saint Peter,
where he is presented to the world, and we have seen the
two arms of the colonnade reaching out from the Basilica
to embrace all who enter. The Papal Altar, located at the
meeting point of the two branches which form the Cross,
is built over the remains of Saint Peter.
Just outside of the ancient city of Rome is the Basilica
of Saint Paul Outside the Walls. It is located over the site
where Saint Paul was executed by a sword. In Christian
art, Saint Paul is usually portrayed holding a sword, which
was the instrument of his martyrdom. This is true of the
statue of Saint Paul in front of Mother of God Church.
In honoring these two Basilicas, we are honoring also
the two great saints that they are named after. Peter and Paul
are the two pillars of the Church left by Jesus. Peter is the
Apostle to the Jews, and the first Pope of the Church. Paul
is the Apostle to the Gentiles, and the greatest missionary
the Church has ever known.

PARISH NEWS
WELCOME TO NEW PARISHIONERS
Jacob Fisher
Mick and Carol Spaulding
Mary C. Kerkhoff

CONGRATULATIONS TO NEWLY
MARRIED
Michael and Samantha (Malone) Grimes
Nathaniel and Meaghan (Marbry) Young
Jarrett and Elizabeth (Alt) Gatling

DECEASED

Richard C. Unkraut
May he rest in peace.

Donuts and Coffee available after both Masses.

MOTHER OF GOD

HOLY LAND
OLIVE WOOD CARVINGS

AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE TODAY
Maha Kassis, a Christian representative from the Holy
Land, is here today to offer religious handcrafted olive
wood items for sale before and after both Masses, in
the undercroft. Cash or check accepted only. Thank
you for your support!

MOG ST. VINCENT DE PAUL QUARTERLY
COLLECTION: Following each Mass next week,

MOG Vincentians will be at each entrance to accept
donations. Through the generosity of the Parish this past
year, we assisted our neighbors with $6,500.00 in food,
$11,600.00 in rent assistance, $3,200.00 in utilities, $60.00
in bus passes and almost $6,000.00 in miscellaneous
assistance such as gas in tanks so folks could get to a new
job before their first check, overnight stay in a local hotel
for a homeless family and assistance to a neighboring
Covington conference. We have also helped with referrals
to some of the federally funded COVID initiatives for rent
and utilities for those who qualified. Clothing, house wares
and furniture vouchers have also been given for clients to
shop in the SVDP stores. We bring God’s love and your
generosity to all we serve. We thank you for making it
possible.
Shop Today between Masses in the undercroft! EQUAL

EXCHANGE FAIR TRADE COFFEE, TEA
AND CHOCOLATE make flavorful and meaningful
holiday gifts. This Month’s Featured Items: CHOCOLATE
CHIPS FOR BAKING, INDIVIDUAL SERVE COFFEE,
LARGE BAGS OF COFFEE BEANS. Supports growers
who want to farm their own land in their own countries.

AL ANON has resumed their Wednesday Noon meetings

at Mother of God. Enter through the courtyard and down
the steps to the basement of the church. Al Anon has but
one purpose: to help families and friends of alcoholics
and addicted ones. Please come, for you are welcome.

CARE NET BABY BOTTLE CAMPAIGN

Thank you, once again, for your
participation in the Baby Bottle Campaign.
The donations you have made will really
help Care Net in their work to support
life. If you haven’t already, please return
the baby bottles with your donation as
soon as possible.

COVINGTON, KY

ST. JOSEPH SUNDAY MISSALS: If you

ordered a St. Joseph Sunday Missal, you may pick it
up in the back of Church by the Pieta statue. The cost
is $2.50.

ON SALE NOW! MOTHER OF GOD
LIMITED
EDITION
ANNIVERSARY
CHRISTMAS ORNAMENTS! Get them while

you can! No supply chain issues here! $20.00 each. Cash
or check accepted. Find us in the back of Church after both
Masses…these are going fast, so hurry and get yours
today!

LITTLE BOOKS: The Little Books (that used to be

put out for Christmas and Lent) can be ordered directly
from the website at littlebooks.org. They are available in
paper and ebook formats. Little Books of the Diocese of
Saginaw, Inc., PO Box 6009, Saginaw, MI 48608-6009.

PARISH RECORDS:

In an effort to determine the accurate number of
parishioners at our parish, a parish registration form
was sent to all people we have on file. It was requested
that you fill in the form and return to the office.
Currently, we have about one-third of the parishioners’
responses.
We need to hear from you if you consider yourself an
active parishioner at Mother of God Church. If you
contribute by check but have not officially registered
and wish to be a member, we need to hear from you.
Please help us in this effort which is important for
various reasons. Please call the office at 291-2288 if
you wish to be considered an active parishioner.
Thank you to those who have sent in registration
forms. You do not need to call the office.

NOTICE: If you are giving online or through a bank

draft to our church and are still receiving budget envelopes,
please let us know if you wish to cancel receiving budget
envelopes.
SUNDAY COLLECTION

Church Collection
Mailed In
Online Giving
TOTAL COLLECTION

November 7, 2021

$7,185.50
$1,652.00
$ 493.95
$9,331.45
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HISTORICAL ITEM: The four swinging bells

in the west tower were manually rung until 1934 when
electric motors were installed. Before the electric
motors, ropes suspended from the bells to the first
level. Designated people would pull down on the rope
to ring each bell. It has been said that some would hold
on to the rope and be lifted off the floor before being
returned!
Vic Canfield

DIOCESAN NEWS
SEMINARIAN EDUCATION FUND
“Be Not Afraid: Just Have Faith” (Mark 5:36)
Thank you to all who contributed to the Collection for
the Seminarian Education Fund. Our Parish Family
generously donated $2,546.00. These gifts will provide
funds for tuition, room and board, books, health care
and retreats for our seminarians. Your investment in our
seminarians is a prayerful commitment to your Church and
to your brothers and sisters in Christ. If you have not made
your gift, please drop your envelope into the offertory
basket today or next weekend. Please continue to pray
for our seminarians, for members of our clergy, and for
vocations to the priesthood.

Do you have family or a friend in jail or prison?

Are you looking for a safe, welcoming community
where you will be accepted without judgment? Join us
the 3rd Tuesday of the month from 6:30-7:30 p.m. at
Catholic Charities, 3629 Church Street, Latonia, KY
41015. Questions? Contact Dave Capella at dcapella@
covingtoncharities.org or 859-581-8974, ext. 117.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL’S 14TH ANNUAL
TURKEYFOOT TROT 5K RUN/WALK

Saturday, November 20th, at 9:00 a.m., at Thomas More
University. Proceeds benefit our ministry of direct service
to our neighbors in need. Preregistration by November 19,
2021 at www.svdpnky.org. $25.00 for adults, $20.00 for
children 14 years or younger. Day of registration begins at
7:30 a.m. $30.00 for adults, $25.00 for children 14 years
or younger.

SCRIPTURE FOR NOVEMBER 14, 2021
Daniel 12:1-3; Psalms 16
Hebrews 10:11-14, 18; Mark 13: 24-32

MASS INTENTIONS

November 14

9:30 a.m. Joseph Foltz
11:30 a.m. Angela Trenkamp
November 15 12:05 p.m. Jack Lowry
November 16 12:05 p.m. Ed & Virginia Wille
November 17 		 No Mass
November 18 12:05 p.m. Julia Dammert
November 19 12:05 p.m. Margaret Wiehoff
November 20 12:05 p.m. Greg and Marsh Foltz
		 50th Wedding
		 Anniversary
November 21 9:30 a.m. Knights of St. John
		  Deceased Members
11:30 a.m. Carl & MaryLou Nunner

LET US PRAY FOR OUR SICK
Trudy Koehling
Marcie Arnett
Lois Knochelmann
Ralph & Gloria Kunkemoeller
William Fredie
Chris Haddix
Debbie Prior
Stuart Walker
Joe Legner
Jimmy Nussbaum
Joann Roth
Bob Gosney
T. J. Singler
Freda Legner
Marlin
Kathleen Stevens Cox
Rita & Ron Hopper
Amy Muench
Wanda Hill
Jan Stahlheber
Rob Feldman
Gerri Losey

Hannah Donoghue
Jill Felix
Jack & Rilla Kerns
Jim White
Frank Sutthoff
Kenneth Schuler
David Verkampr
Dolores Gibson
Bessie Plymesser
Jeanie McKinley
Nancy Correll
Shana Holtkamp
Rose Timon
Lauri Boggs
Jeff Clayton
Kim Berling
Tom McGovern
Sylvia Hartke
Brenda Kohler
Michael Arrowood
Dolores Williams

Please contact the Parish Office if you would like to add a
name to the list.

Ronald B. Jones
Funeral Home

Middendorf

Ronald and Grace Jones
Cheryl Jones Darpel
Jessica Nienaber • Josh Parton

FUNERAL HOME

859-431-0072

A Tradition of Service
with Care & Compassion since the 1860s

3312 Madison Pike, Ft. Wright, KY 41017

3rd & Philadelphia, Covington
Mon-Sat 11a-Midnight
Sun 11a-10p
For fast carry-out or delivery,
call 261-4800
Pizza & Hoagie kits available

859-341-7800

or visit www.middendorf-funeralhome.com
David E. Middendorf • James T. Middendorf
Not affiliated with any other funeral home

318 Greenup St.
Covington, KY
(859) 360-0840

blinkerstavern.com

BLANK’S
PHARMACY
272 Pike Street
Covington

261-1313

261-8269

Tuesday & Sunday Steak Nights

#M00135

859-802-6183

REALTOR®

Jeanie McKinley

DELIVERY SERVICE

Monday-Friday: 8 am-6 pm
No appointment necessary.

Church Decorators
Faux Finishes
Industrial Coatings
Commercial

Mike Smith

859-431-5728

859-431-4700

A Great Place for Steak & Seafood

Winner of Best Steak
Award 8 Years!

There’s no place
like home.

rizzobrothers.com

5th & Main St., Covington

1564 Water Street,
Covington

smithmuffler.com

Compliments of

CHOPS
CHEESE & CHIVES

Electric
Electric
Plumbing

Heating &

Plumbing

Compliments of

LIBBY’S
SOUTHERN COMFORT

Heating
&
The Tapke Dusing Group
Air Conditioning
Air Conditioning
Robert W. Baird & Co, Inc.
Private Wealth Management

(859)
(859) 261-1100
261-1100
KWMechanical.com
KWMechanical.com

Trey Tapke
Julie Dusing, CFP®
859-815-6801
859-815-6802
ttapke@rwbaird.com jdusing@rwbaird.com

BUSALD FUNK ZEVELY
E. Andre “Andy” Busald, Atty
226 Main Street, Florence

859-371-3600

Now in Business 50 Years Representing the Injured,
Disenfranchised, Downtrodden & Defenseless

“The Voice of the Victim” andybusald@bfzlaw.com

THE PREFERRED SERVICE SINCE 1830

Michael M. Sketch
Attorney at Law

Investment Planning*
Investment Planning*

Happiness is a Clean Home
Your Time is Valuable,
Ours is Affordable

DEB-LIN CLEANING SERVICE
Insured & Bonded

859-341-1200

Lisa & Kris Knochelmann, Owners

Debbie Schnuderl
859-760-6408

May you be blessed by the Lord who made
Heaven and Earth! – Psalm 115:15

Need New Flooring For
Your Home or Business?
We’ll Help You Pick It Out
& We’ll Expertly Install It

&

AUTO REPAIR & SALES INC.

L FRAN
EAR Est. 1968 KS
Sons/Daughters

FREE DELIVERY
716 Madison Ave., Covington

Ask about special offers just for our neighbors

859-431-2857

Call 859-261-9608

RON KIRN – OWNER
21 E. 4TH ST.
COVINGTON

EXPERT PAINT & BODY REPAIR
FRAME SERVICE – SINCE 1980
GUARANTEED COLOR MATCH

“Since 1939”

431-2241

www.conelybrothersfuneralhome.com

1021 Madison Avenue • Covington

*Thomas M. Jaracz offers products and services using the following business names: Premier Planning Group,
LLC – insurance and financial services; Ameritas Investment Company, LLC (AIC), Member FINRA/SIPC –
securities and investments; Ameritas Advisory Services (AAS – investment and advisory services; AIC and AAS
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Our advertisers cover all
expenses.

1502 Russell St.
Covington

We thank them and encourage
you to support their businesses.

581-0343

www.premierplanning.net
tjaracz@premierplanning.net
tjaracz@premierplanning.net
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www.stelizabeth.com

Imbus
859-781-2260

TOM JARACZ,

Premier
Planning
Atrium
Two Group
Atrium
TwoSuite
Planning
Group
211 Premier
East Fourth
Street,
405
Atrium
Two
211
East
Fourth
Street,
Cincinnati
OH 45202
211513-621-6030
East
Fourth
Street,
Suite 405

SuiteOH
405
Cincinnati
45202
TOM
JARACZ,
859-356-3700
www.premierplanning.net
| tjaracz@premierplanning.net
Cincinnati
OH 45202
513-621-6030
CERTIFIED FINAN513-621-6030
allisonrosefuneralhome.com CERTIFIED
FINANwww.premierplanning.net
CIAL PLANNER™

ARC ELECTRIC
AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING, INC.

BEAN HAUS

5 Charlin Dr., Wilder

Certified Finacial
Planner™

5645 Taylor Mill Road • Taylor Mill

Compliments of

THE IMBUS
ROOFING CO., INC.

TOM JARACZ,

859-261-0146

859.431.0218

Connley Brothers Victory Battery
Funeral Home All Types of Batteries
Latonia, Kentucky

ALLISON & ROSE
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

24 Hour Emergency Service
Service all makes and models
Since 1953

Install Confidence

is just one thing we build well

#MO2125–CE17369

859-441-7161

302 Court Street, Covington, KY

859.814.8858

www.smokejustis.com

THE MOTHER
OF GOD
CEMETERY
AND
CHAPEL
COLUMBARIUM
Interest-free Payment
Sales & Information

MotherofGodCemetery.com

A SLICE OF NEW YORK CITY

www.goodfellaspizzeria.com

859-916-5209

431-0614

#948371-JT-9/10/21

859-581-1985

40 W. Pike Street, Covington
www.aswdlaw.com

Retirement Planning*
Investment
Planning*
Retirement Planning*
Life
and
Insurance
Retirement
Planning*
Life
and Disability
Disability
Insurance
Tax
Strategies
Strategies
Life and Disability Insurance
Estate
Analysis
Estate
Analysis
Tax Strategies
Estate
Analysis
Premier
Planning
Group

#947897-JT-7/23/21

859-394-6200

